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The Very Rev. Steve Foster – Rector
Introit Hymn        Christians, awake, salute the happy morn        The Hymnal 1940 #16   
	1
	Christians, awake, salute the happy morn

	 
	whereon the Savior of the world was born;

	 
	rise to adore the mystery of love,

	 
	which hosts of angels chanted from above;

	 
	with them the joyful tidings first begun

	 
	of God Incarnate and the Virgin’s Son.

	 

	2
	Then to the watchful shepherds it was told,

	 
	who heard the angelic herald’s voice:

	 
	“Behold, I bring good tidings of a Savior’s birth

	 
	to you and all the nations on the earth:

	 
	this day hath God fulfilled his promised word,

	 
	this day is born a Savior, Christ the Lord.”

	 

	3
	He spoke, and straightway the celestial choir

	 
	in hymns of joy, unknown before, conspire;

	 
	the praises of redeeming love they sang,

	 
	and heaven’s whole orb with alleluias rang;

	 
	God’s highest glory was their anthem still,

	 
	peace on the earth, and unto men good will.

	 

	4
	In Bethlehem the happy shepherds sought

	 
	to see the wonder God for us had wrought,

	 
	and found, with Joseph and the blessèd maid,

	 
	her Son, the Savior, in a manger laid;

	 
	amazed, the wondrous story they proclaim,

	 
	the earliest heralds of the Savior’s name.

	 

	5
	Let us, like these good shepherds, then employ

	 
	our grateful voices to proclaim the joy;

	 
	trace we the Babe, who hath retrieved our loss,

	 
	from his poor manger to his bitter cross;

	 
	treading his steps, assisted by his grace,

	 
	till our first heavenly state again takes place.

	 

	6
	Then may we hope, the angelic thrones among,

	 
	to sing, redeemed, a glad triumphal song;

	 
	he that was born upon this joyful day

	 
	around us all his glory shall display;

	 
	saved by his love, incessant we shall sing

	 
	eternal praise to heaven’s almighty King.


  The Celebrant says
 	Blessed Be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People	And Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen
The following is said
Gloria in Excelsis
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day
Celebrant	The Lord be with you. 
People	And also with you. 
Celebrant	Let us pray. 

[bookmark: _Hlk59459019][bookmark: _Hlk55204672]Almighty GOD, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen.

The Readings
[bookmark: _Hlk45568386][bookmark: _Hlk53477910][bookmark: _Hlk55896697][bookmark: _Hlk50453245]First Reading				                         		      Isaiah [62:6-12]   

[bookmark: _Hlk52385034][bookmark: _Hlk46145675]A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
[bookmark: _Hlk59459526]Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night they shall never be silent. You who remind the LORD, take no rest, and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout the earth. The LORD has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm: I will not again give your grain to be food for your enemies, and foreigners shall not drink the wine for which you have labored; but those who garner it shall eat it and praise the LORD, and those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts. Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; build up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples. The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, "See, your salvation comes; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him." They shall be called, "The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD"; and you shall be called, "Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken."

V. The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Silence
[bookmark: _Hlk51873156][bookmark: _Hlk52817869][bookmark: _Hlk51081549][bookmark: _Hlk48309025][bookmark: _Hlk45569035]
THE GRADUAL: Psalm [97]

Antiphon:  To us a child is born; to us a Son is given

The Lord is King; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of the isles be glad. Clouds and darkness are round about him, righteousness and justice are the foundations of his throne. A fire goes before him and burns up his enemies on every side.

Antiphon:  To us a child is born; to us a Son is given
 
His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees it and is afraid. The mountains melt like
wax at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. The
heavens declare his righteousness, and all the peoples see his glory.

Antiphon:  To us a child is born; to us a Son is given

Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! Bow Down 
before him, all you gods. Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, because 
of your judgments, O Lord. For you are the Lord, most high over all the earth; you are
exalted far above all gods.

Antiphon:  To us a child is born; to us a Son is given
 
The Lord loves those who hate evil; he preserves the lives of his saints and delivers them 
from the hand of the wicked. Light has sprung up for the righteous, and joyful gladness 
for those who are truehearted. Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, and give thanks to his 
holy Name.

Antiphon:  To us a child is born; to us a Son is given

Silence 

THE EPISTLE: A Reading from the Letter to the Titus [3: 4 – 7]   

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

V.	The Word of the Lord.
R.       Thanks be to God.

Silence 

ALLELUIA:
Cantor:	Alleluia
People:	Alleluia
Cantor:	Behold I bring you good news of a great joy. To you is born this day, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
People:	Alleluia
[bookmark: _Hlk59460406]THE HOLY GOSPEL:                                                                                   Luke [2:1-20]
V. 	The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According Saint Luke
R.	Glory to you, Lord Christ.

(+) In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

V.	The Gospel of the Lord.  
R. 	Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon						                                       Fr. Steve Foster        

Silent reflection and allow God to speaking to you and through you.
[bookmark: _Hlk37579722]Nicene Creed
All stand.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son 
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
[bookmark: _Hlk51873659]Celebrant: Emmanuel – ‘God with us’ – is born at Bethlehem into the human family. 
	      Now we will be able to understand, in human terms, what God is really like.
      Emmanuel, God with us: We welcome you!

As we celebrate God’s coming to us as a human child, we bring the needs of our world 
before the God we can trust. We pray for all those who worship God in every country of 
our world. We pray for the grace to know and love God more deeply.

Silence

Emmanuel, God with us: We welcome you!

We pray for those who are spending this Christmas apart from those they love. We pray
for those whose celebrations are tempered with sorrow or fear.
Silence

Emmanuel, God with us: We welcome you!

We pray for peace in the Holy Land and for all who now live in the city of Bethlehem.

Silence

Emmanuel, God with us: We welcome you!

We pray for those working over Christmas, for all women giving birth and all babies being born 
today. We pray for their homes and families

Silence

Emmanuel, God with us: We welcome you!

We pray for those being born into eternal life through the gate of death, and command 
them to God’s love and mercy.

Silence

Emmanuel, God with us: We welcome you!

Thank you, heavenly Father, for the extraordinary love you show for us in entering our 
world through the natural channel of birth.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk44000062]Confession of Sin
The Celebrant says
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.”    Mark 12:29-31
The Celebrant then says
Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence.
Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
THE PEACE   
Celebrant   This day heaven comes down, we are one with our God
People        The Word is made flesh and dwells among us.
Celebrant    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People       And also with you.
 
Offertory Sentence 
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord
Offertory Hymns 	       Angels we have heard on high 	  The Hymnal 1982 # 96   
	1
	Angels we have heard on high,

	 
	singing sweetly through the night,

	 
	and the mountains in reply

	 
	echoing their brave delight.

	 
	Gloria in excelsis Deo.

	 

	2
	Shepherds, why this jubilee?

	 
	Why these songs of happy cheer?

	 
	What great brightness did you see?

	 
	What glad tidings did you hear?

	 
	Gloria in excelsis Deo.

	 

	3
	Come to Bethlehem and see

	 
	him whose birth the angels sing;

	 
	come, adore on bended knee

	 
	Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.

	 
	Gloria in excelsis Deo.

	 

	4
	See him in a manger laid

	 
	whom the angels praise above;

	 
	Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,

	 
	while we raise our hearts in love.

	 
	Gloria in excelsis Deo.



Great Thanksgiving
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says
	 
	The Lord be with you.

	People
	And also with you.

	Celebrant
	Lift up your hearts.

	People
	We lift them to the Lord.

	Celebrant
	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

	People
	It is right to give him thanks and praise.


Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and received power to become your children. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
The people stand or kneel.

Then the Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all, presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the ever Blessed Virgin Mary Most Holy, St. Peter, St. Paul, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
	And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,


Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.
Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.
The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
Communion Hymn    	 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed  	 The Hymnal 1982 #101   
	1
	Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,

	 
	the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.

	 
	The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,

	 
	the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

	 

	2
	The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,

	 
	but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.

	 
	I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,

	 
	and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

	 

	3
	Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay

	 
	close by me for ever, and love me I pray.

	 
	Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,

	 
	and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.



That Boy-Child of Mary 			        LEVAS 25   
	 
	That boychild of Mary was born in a stable,

	 
	a manger his cradle in Bethlehem.

	 

	1
	What shall we call Him,

	 
	Child of the manger?

	 
	What name is given in Bethlehem?

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	2
	His name is Jesus,

	 
	God ever with us,

	 
	God given for us in Bethlehem?

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	3
	How can He save us,

	 
	How can He help us,

	 
	Born here among us in Bethlehem?

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	4
	Gift of the Father,

	 
	To human mother,

	 
	Makes Him our brother in Bethlehem?

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	5
	One with the Father,

	 
	He is our Savior,

	 
	Heaven-sent helper in Bethlehem?

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	6
	Gladly we praise Him,

	 
	Love and adore Him,

	 
	Give ourselves to Him in Bethlehem?

	 

	 
	Refrain



Celebrant and People 
[bookmark: _Hlk43970876]Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
[image: Text

Description automatically generated]
Please stand for the Hallelujah Chorus by St. Peter’s Choir

The Blessing 
When he came to us as man, the Son of God scattered the darkness of this world,
and filled this holy night with his glory. May the God of infinite goodness scatter the darkness of sin and brighten your hearts with holiness.  Amen.

God sent his angels to shepherds to herald the great joy of our Savior’s birth. May he fill you with joy and make you heralds of his gospel. Amen. 

When the Word became man, earth was joined to heaven. May he give you his peace and good will, and fellowship with all the heavenly host. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
Recessional Hymn     Good Christian friends, rejoice 		 The Hymnal 1982 #107   
	1
	Good Christian friends, rejoice

	 
	with heart and soul and voice;

	 
	give ye heed to what we say:

	 
	Jesus Christ is born today;

	 
	ox and ass before him bow,

	 
	and he is in the manger now.

	 
	Christ is born today!

	 

	2
	Good Christian friends, rejoice

	 
	with heart and soul and voice;

	 
	now ye hear of endless bliss;

	 
	Jesus Christ was born for this!

	 
	He hath opened heaven’s door,

	 
	and we are blest for evermore.

	 
	Christ was born for this!

	 

	3
	Good Christian friends, rejoice

	 
	with heart and soul and voice;

	 
	now ye need not fear the grave:

	 
	Jesus Christ was born to save!

	 
	Calls you one and calls you all

	 
	to gain his everlasting hall.

	 
	Christ was born to save!


 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People	Thanks be to God. 

Thank you for your generous contributions toward Christmas Flowers and Decorations that are beautifying our Church, given to the Glory of God in celebration of the Birth of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
On behalf of the Vestry and Congregation of St. Peter’s, I extend to you and your family, a Blessed and Merry Christmas. and a Joyous and Spirit-filled 2022


[image: Text
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A Christmas Reflection on the Gift of Gifts
One of my favorite Christmas movies is “The Bishop’s Wife.” It doesn’t get much better than David Niven, Cary Grant, and Loretta Young, Christmastime, and the Episcopal Church all wrapped up together in a pretty Hollywood bow. In his midnight Christmas Eve sermon (which was miraculously penned by Cary Grant in his role as the angel), David Niven, playing the part of The Bishop, delivers a beautiful statement about gifts and the time of year. “All the stockings are filled,” the Bishop says, “all that, except one. And we have even forgotten to hang it up. The stocking for the child born in a manger. It’s his birthday we're celebrating. Don't let us ever forget that.”

That gets me every time. 

[image: Text

Description automatically generated]This has been a year of gifts. And like the gifts from well-meaning friends and relations, the gifts of this year have come in shapes, sizes, and looks that are different than we might be expecting or wanting. The gifts have been harder to recognize, but they have been just as abundant, perhaps even more so in a year marked by need, tragedy, and uncertainty. I spent this Christmas with friends and family in a different way than I usually might: some of us were gathered together, socially distanced and masked, while some of us were participating through screens and across great distances. Still, we shared stories, opened presents, sang carols through our masks; and at some point, particular to each individual, we realized that the real gift of Christmas this year was that we were sharing the day together.  

As the Incarnation reveals its love and joy in us and among us, we remember the gifts we have been to each other through this year – the phone calls and video chats just to check in; the ministries that we have enabled with our gifts of time, talent, and treasure; the ways we have changed our plans, our lives, our lifestyles to keep each other safe. These are the gifts that fill that empty stocking, the ones that overflow from the least expected places, the presents that bring comfort and joy to our neighbors. And in making these gifts to the world, we herald God from whom all gifts flow and who gave the world the most precious of gifts. May you continue to be a gift to each other in this season and throughout the coming year. |[image: ]
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