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Liturgy of the Word
Introit 	Songs of thankfulness and praise 			   The Hymnal 1940 #53   
	1
	Songs of thankfulness and praise,

	 
	Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise,

	 
	manifested by the star

	 
	to the sages from afar;

	 
	branch of royal David’s stem

	 
	in thy birth at Bethlehem;

	 
	anthems be to thee addressed,

	 
	God in man made manifest.

	 

	2
	Manifest at Jordan’s stream,

	 
	Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;

	 
	and at Cana, wedding-guest,

	 
	in thy Godhead manifest;

	 
	manifest in power divine,

	 
	changing water into wine;

	 
	anthems be to thee addressed,

	 
	God in man made manifest.

	 

	3
	Manifest in making whole

	 
	palsied limbs and fainting soul;

	 
	manifest in valiant fight,

	 
	quelling all the devil’s might;

	 
	manifest in gracious will,

	 
	ever bringing good from ill;

	 
	anthems be to thee addressed,

	 
	God in man made manifest.

	 

	4
	Manifest on mountain height,

	 
	shining in resplendent light,

	 
	where disciples filled with awe

	 
	thy transfigured glory saw.

	 
	When from there thou leddest them

	 
	steadfast to Jerusalem,

	 
	cross and Easter Day attest

	 
	God in man made manifest.


The Celebrant says
 	Blessed Be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People	And Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 

The Celebrant then continues
Celebrant:	There is one Body and one Spirit.
People 	There is one hope in God’s call to us. 
Celebrant	One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism. 
People 	One God and Father of all

Collect of the Day
Celebrant	The Lord be with you. 
People	And also with you. 
Celebrant	Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk74656335]The Readings                                                                                                  
First Reading:         				                                           Isaiah 43:1-7
THE LESSON: A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isiah 

[bookmark: _Hlk82088886]But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Se'ba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, 
nations in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I will say to the north, "Give them up," and to the south, "Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth-- everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made." 

V. 	The Word of the Lord.
R.	Thanks be to God.

Silence 

THE GRADUAL:  Psalm 29:1-11
[bookmark: _Hlk87502708]Antiphon: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 
Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. Ascribe to   the LORD the glory due his Name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the LORD is  upon the mighty waters. 
Antiphon: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.

The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a voice of     splendor. The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
 Antiphon: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.
         
        The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; the voice of the LORD shakes 
                    the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. The voice of the 
                    LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
            Antiphon:  The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.

And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” The LORD sits enthroned        above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore. The LORD shall give strength to his people; the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace
Antiphon: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.     

Silence
Second Reading                                                                                      Acts 8:14-17
THE EPISTLE:    A Reading from the book of Acts

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them.  The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

V.   The Word of the Lord.
R.   Thanks be to God.

Silence
Sequence
ALLELUIA:	
Cantor:  Alleluia 
People:  Alleluia 
[bookmark: _Hlk80098923]Cantor:   A voice from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
               with you I am well pleased.”
People:  Alleluia 
                    
THE HOLY GOSPEL:                                                            Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
          
	The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Saint Luke.
R.	Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."  Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased." 

Celebrant.  	  The Gospel of the Lord.   
People 	  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon	                                                                    	                                           Fr. Foster
[bookmark: _Hlk75425263]Be Silent and listen for God speaking to you.
Sermon Notes






Hymn for Baptism 	            Baptized in Water			               LEVAS 121   
	1
	Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,

	 
	Cleansed by the blood of Christ our King:

	 
	Heirs of salvation, trusting his promise,

	 
	Faithfully now God’s praise we sing.

	 

	2
	Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,

	 
	Dead in the tomb with Christ our King:

	 
	One with his rising, freed and forgiven,

	 
	Thankfully now God’s praise we sing.

	 

	3
	Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,

	 
	Marked with the sign of Christ our King:

	 
	Born of one Father, we are his children,

	 
	Joyfully now God’s praise we sing.




Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 
The Celebrant says 
The Candidate(s) for Holy Baptism will now be presented.

Then the candidates unable to answer for themselves are presented individually by their Parents and Godparents, as follows Parents and Godparents
 I present Morgan Elyse to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
[bookmark: _Hlk37579722]
When all have been presented the Celebrant asks the parents and godparents

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and life? I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ? I will, with God’s help. 

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidates of the parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the infants and younger children 

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? I renounce them. 

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? I renounce them. 

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? I renounce them. 

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? I do. 

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? I do

Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? I do.

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in her life in Christ? We will.

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in her life in Christ? We will.

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant.

Do you believe in God the Father? I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? I will, with God’s help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? I will, with God’s help.

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? I will, with God’s help.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? I will, with God’s help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? I will, with God’s help. 

Prayers for the Candidate
Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 

Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. Lord, hear our prayer.

Open her heart to your grace and truth. Lord, hear our prayer.

Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit. Lord, hear our prayer.

Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church. Lord, hear our prayer.

Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit. Lord, hear our prayer.

Send her into the world in witness to your love. Lord, hear our prayer.

Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory. Lord, hear our prayer.

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism.  In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen.
The Baptism

[bookmark: _Hlk92366826]Morgan Elyse, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Morgan Elyse you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for ever.  Amen.

Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this your servant the forgiveness of sin and have raised her to the new life of grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.  Amen.

Let us welcome the newly baptized. We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

We warmly welcome Morgan Elyse Jison into household of God.

Prayers of the People
[bookmark: _Hlk51873659]
The Celebrant says
Jesus calls us out of darkness into his marvelous light. Washed clean by the waters of baptism, let us pray that we may live the life to which he has called us.
Leader begins
Lord Jesus, eternal word, proclaimed as the Christ by John the forerunner, hear us as we pray for all who proclaim your word
Silence
Lord of truth, hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus, baptizing with the spirit and with fire, strengthen us to stand all the trials of our faith and help us to share it others.
Silence
Lord of truth, hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus, bringing forgiveness to all who repent, teach your church dependence on your grace that we may always trust in you even when things seem out of control and impossible
Silence
Lord of truth, hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus, fulfillment of the promises of old, give hope to all who suffer or are ignored, rejected, marginalized, homeless and abused. Remember those on our shut-in list and those who asked us to remember them in our prayers.
Silence
Lord of truth, hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus, beloved Son of the Father, anoint us with the gifts of your Holy Spirit so that we may be your eyes, ears, hands, and feet, witnessing to your love. 
Silence
Lord of truth, hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus, bringer of hope, share with all the faithful the riches of eternal life. We remember those who we carry in the silence of our hearts and those are known to us who have gone to their eternal rest. 
Silence
Lord of truth, hear our prayer.
The Concluding prayer is said by all
Lord Jesus Christ, in you the Father makes us and all things new. Transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant   We are the body of Christ
People        In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.
Celebrant    Let us then pursue all that makes for peace
People        and builds up our common life.
Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People        And also with you.

Offertory Sentence – Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 
Offertory Hymn    Like the murmur of the dove’s song 	The Hymnal 1982 #513   
	1
	Like the murmur of the dove’s song,

	 
	like the challenge of her flight,

	 
	like the vigor of the wind’s rush,

	 
	like the new flame’s eager might:

	 
	come, Holy Spirit, come.

	 

	2
	To the members of Christ’s Body,

	 
	to the branches of the Vine,

	 
	to the Church in faith assembled,

	 
	to her midst as gift and sign:

	 
	come, Holy Spirit, come.

	 

	3
	With the healing of division,

	 
	with the ceaseless voice of prayer,

	 
	with the power to love and witness,

	 
	with the peace beyond compare:

	 
	come, Holy Spirit, come.



Great Thanksgiving
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says
	 
	The Lord be with you.

	People
	And also with you.

	Celebrant
	Lift up your hearts.

	People
	We lift them to the Lord.

	Celebrant
	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

	People
	It is right to give him thanks and praise.


Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in Jesus Christ our Lord, you have received us as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
The people stand or kneel.

Then the Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days, you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all, presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the ever-Blessed Virgin Mary Most Holy, St Joseph, St. Peter, St. Paul, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
	And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,


Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.
Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.
The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
Communion Hymn    		Shall We Gather at the River 		      LEVAS 141   
	1
	Shall we gather at the river,

	 
	Where bright angel feet have trod;

	 
	With its crystal tide forever

	 
	Flowing by the throne of God?

	 

	 
	Yes, we’ll gather at the river,

	 
	The beautiful, the beautiful river;

	 
	Gather with the saints at the river

	 
	That flows by the throne of God.

	 

	2
	On the margin of the river,

	 
	Washing up its silver spray,

	 
	We will walk and worship ever,

	 
	All the happy golden day.

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	3
	Ere we reach the shining river,

	 
	Lay we ev’ry burden down;

	 
	Grace our spirits will deliver,

	 
	And provide a robe and crown.

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	4
	Soon we’ll reach the shining river,

	 
	Soon our pilgrimage will cease,

	 
	Soon our happy hearts will quiver

	 
	With the melody of peace.

	 

	 
	Refrain



Post Communion Prayer
The Celebrant says: Let us pray.
Celebrant and People 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to find the Christ, the Light from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to find the Lord. Amen.
May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only- begotten at his baptism in the Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have come to the waters of new birth. Amen. 
May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 		Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People	Thanks be to God. 

Recessional 	O love, how deep, how broad, how high    The Hymnal 1940# 344   
	1
	O love, how deep, how broad, how high,

	 
	how passing thought and fantasy,

	 
	that God, the Son of God, should take

	 
	our mortal form for mortals’ sake.

	 

	2
	For us baptized, for us he bore

	 
	his holy fast and hungered sore;

	 
	for us temptations sharp he knew;

	 
	for us the tempter overthrew.

	 

	3
	For us he prayed; for us he taught;

	 
	for us his daily works he wrought:

	 
	by words and signs and actions, thus

	 
	still seeking not himself, but us.

	 

	4
	For us to wicked men betrayed,

	 
	scourged, mocked, in purple robe arrayed,

	 
	he bore the shameful cross and death;

	 
	for us gave up his dying breath.

	 

	5
	For us he rose from death again;

	 
	for us he went on high to reign;

	 
	for us he sent his Spirit here

	 
	to guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

	 

	6
	All glory to our Lord and God

	 
	for love so deep, so high, so broad;

	 
	the Trinity whom we adore

	 
	for ever and for evermore.



ANNOUNCEMENTS for Week of 01/09/22
Sick and Shut-In
Please remember in our prayers members of our Parish as well as family and friends especially: Alisha, Carol Alexander, Gairy Allison, Kaiyden Bail, Olive Beckford, Jennifer Bennett, Cynthia Blake, Ida Bowen, Ermine Browne, Jennifer Brown, Lurline Brown, Jada Campbell, Rufus Carriman, Jose Cruz, Natasha Cunningham, Xiomara Fernandez, Hartley Foster, Linda Foster, Anne Foster, Marilyn Fremantle, Diana Galloway, O'Neal Gill, Cleonie Gordon, Frank Grausso, Dahlia Henriques, Pearl, Beatrice Jerome, Floyd Johnson, Kristen Jones, Shauna Kerr, Norma King,  Felicia Lamothe, Antoinette Lashley, Lena Lyn, Celeste Lora, Jessica Lora, Asima Malik, Nigel McLean, Sydney Miller, Arthur Mills, Ariayah Morgan-Mullet, Kerwayne Probherbs, Kwame Probherbs, Victor Rhodd, Jasmine Robinson, Clive Rodriguez, Luke Rojas, Adassa Samms, Basil Samms, Jean Scott, Coleen Shepherd, Rawl Shepherd, Suzette Smith, George Thompson, Louise Todd, Francine Trotman, April Tucker, Eugena Tucker, Pauline Watson, Lorna Wilson, and Ian Yankwitt,

*Baptism today of Morgan Elyse Jison… Let us welcome her into God’s holy family

On behalf of the Rector, Vestry and Congregation of St. Peter’s we extend since condolences to Mrs. Linda Fraser on the death of her cousin, Reynold Carlton McLean. Let us pray:
Father of all, we pray to you for those we love, but see no longer: Grant them your peace; let perpetual light shine upon them; and, in your loving wisdom and almighty power, working them the good purpose of your perfect will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Annual General Meeting
Please mark your calendar: Notice is hereby given of our annual parish meeting on 
Wed, January 12, 2022. We will be electing a Warden and three Vestry members. Please prayerfully consider God’s call on your life. Committee and other organization reports are due by January 9th.  

Our weekday liturgies will resume in the 3rd week of January. Please see the schedule
STEWARDSHIP CORNER
[bookmark: _Hlk77083179]Luke 6:45 – “The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart.”
ROBERT N. RODENMAYER
There are three kinds of giving: grudge giving, duty giving, and thanksgiving. Grudge 
giving says, “I hate to,” duty giving says, “I ought to,” thanksgiving says, “I want to.” 
The first comes from constraint, the second from a sense of obligation, the third from a 
full heart. Nothing much is conveyed in grudge giving since “the gift without the giver is 
bare.” Something more happens in duty giving, but there is no song in it. Thanksgiving is 
an open gate into the love of God.
Which is type of giving makes your heart sing and soar? 
To date we received 65 pledge cards for 2022 totaling $161,369. The Vestry has 
pledged $42, 149 toward the work of St. Peter’s Rosedale. 

[bookmark: _Hlk67463916]Schedule for the week of January9th, through January 15th,

Sunday, January 9th, 	The first Sunday after the Epiphany
                                    	 8:00 am Holy Eucharist
                                  		 10:00 am Holy Eucharist
                                 		 10:00 am Sunday School

Monday, January 10th, 	 Office Closed
				 Mobile Testing Van – 8 AM – 6 PM

Tuesday, January 11th 	Mobile Testing Van – 8 AM – 6 PM

Wednesday, January 12th, 	 Annual General Meeting
				 Mass – 7:00pm
				 Meeting – 7:30pm

Saturday, January 15th, 	 Food pantry 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Sunday, January 16th, 	Christian Unity Week – Begins
				St. Clare’s Church – 4:00 PM

Monday, January 17th, 	Office Closed
				Compline – 9:00 PM

[bookmark: _Hlk92476680]Tuesday, January 18th, 	Mobile Testing Van – 8 AM – 6 PM
				Evening Prayer – 7:00 PM
				Advent Book Reflection

Wednesday, January 19th,   Mobile Testing Van – 8 AM – 6 PM
				Morning Prayer & Bible Study – 10:00 AM
Evening Prayer & Book Discussion – 7:30 PM 

Thursday, January 20th,   Mobile Testing Van – 8 AM – 6 PM

Friday, January 21st, 	Mobile Testing Van – 8 AM – 6 PM

Saturday, January 22nd, 	 Food pantry 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Sunday, January 23rd, 	Christian Unity Week – Concludes 
				St. Peter’s Church – 4:00 PM

Every Perfect Gift – The Gift of Sacrifice. 
What would you give up to make someone happy? What money or possession would you trade in to provide something meaningful or necessary to someone else? How much would you risk your own security or plans or happiness for the sake of serving your community? Your neighbor? A stranger?

One of the Christmas stories that my mother read to me as a boy was O. Henry’s The Gift of the Magi. She never got through the story without shedding a tear, and now I find it the same. My annual reading of the story, now a part of my personal prayer for the feast of The Epiphany, reminds me of the sacrificial nature of giving. For Della and Jim, the gift they wanted to make was to please each other for Christmas, to give each other the one thing they imagined would make them happy. Della and Jim wanted to indulge the child-like joy of gift-giving so much, that they sold the possession most dear to them to buy it. We readers come to understand that the gifts they gave each other with the proceeds of their pawn were meant to adorn the very things with which they parted. 
[image: Text

Description automatically generated]
The author finishes his story with a lesson. The Magi gave great gifts from their wealth and status – their privilege. By contrast, our storied couple give each other gifts out of their poverty, making sacrifices to do so. And that, says O. Henry, “makes them the wisest of all, they are the Magi.”

Before we get caught up in the gift-giving of this story, let’s explore the underlying point; what makes the gifts special to begin with. Our modern use of the word sacrifice has unpleasant connotations of loss. Even if the result of the sacrifice is a greater good, the cost to the one who sacrifices is real, and it is hard. But the root of this word is something far more profound – it comes from the same place as the word sacred. To make something sacred, we set it apart, we give it meaning beyond its purpose or craftmanship or place. To make something sacred, we view it and treat it with Love.

In the end, the size of the gift, or its shininess, or its desirability may make an impact on mission or capacity but are of no less importance than the act of giving itself. Sacrificial giving, giving made through love, this makes the giver the wisest of all. When we give through love, we are the Magi.


Every Perfect Gift – The Gift of helping a stranger. 
Last summer, I ran out of gas at a gas station. The car stopped moving a few yards from the pump. To my great relief, another customer came over and offered to push my car to the pump.
Before this kind, young person drove away, I shouted “Wait!” and hurried toward him.
He shook his head from side to side. “I don’t want anything for helping you,” he declared. “Not even homemade chocolate chip cookies?” I countered.
Are you a person who easily receives gratitude or compliments from others, or do they make you feel shy? What is it like to
be recognized for your giving?
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 

He laughed, took the bag of cookies, and thanked me.
When we share the gift of being human beings together, especially in difficult moments, we slip into an awareness of abundance. We feel full. We know goodness given and received. Travels continue. Cookies and laughter are enjoyed. Every good gift comes from God, and in sharing our gifts we become even more gifted, whether or not we are recognized or rewarded for sharing.
Sometimes we step up to help from a desire for recognition. We offer our gifts, like James and John in today’s Gospel text, out of loyalty to Jesus
and a desire to be useful. Our egos may be attached in healthy, or unhealthy, ways.
Sometimes we share a gift without expectations. We give without needing recognition. We push a car for a stranger and get a tired priest, her daughter and two dogs back on the road to Vacationland.
Making an annual financial commitment to a congregation is like offering to push a stranger’s car to a gas pump. It gets ministry moving. We seek no recognition yet are rewarded in surprising ways. We
offer our gifts because doing so creates the type of world we want to inhabit — a world where strangers collaborate and laugh together during a frustrating and embarrassing experience, sharing every good gift along the way. | [image: ]
The Rev’d. Dina Van Klaveren is Rector of St. Andrew’s in Glenwood, Maryland and a member of the TENS Board of Directors.
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QUESTIONS FOR

REFLECTION

How much would
you risk your own
safety, your plans,
or your happiness
for the sake of
serving your
community?

Your neighbor?

A stranger?
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