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The Very Rev. Steve Foster- Rector
Liturgy of the Word
Introit 		Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 		The Hymnal 1982 #616   
	1
	Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,

	 
	great David’s greater Son!

	 
	Hail, in the time appointed,

	 
	his reign on earth begun!

	 
	He comes to break oppression,

	 
	to set the captive free;

	 
	to take away transgression,

	 
	and rule in equity.

	 

	2
	He comes with succor speedy

	 
	to those who suffer wrong,

	 
	to help the poor and needy,

	 
	and bid the weak be strong;

	 
	to give them songs for sighing,

	 
	their darkness turn to light,

	 
	whose souls, condemned and dying,

	 
	were precious in his sight.

	 

	3
	He shall come down like showers

	 
	upon the fruitful earth,

	 
	and love, joy, hope, like flowers,

	 
	spring in his path to birth:

	 
	before him on the mountains

	 
	shall peace, the herald, go;

	 
	and righteousness in fountains

	 
	from hill to valley flow.

	 

	4
	Kings shall bown before him,

	 
	and gold and incense bring;

	 
	all nations shall adore him,

	 
	his praise all people sing;

	 
	to him shall prayer unceasing

	 
	and daily vows ascend;

	 
	his kingdom still increasing,

	 
	a kingdom without end.

	 

	5
	O’er every foe victorious,

	 
	he on his throne shall rest;

	 
	from age to age more glorious,

	 
	all-blessing and all-blest:

	 
	the tide of time shall never

	 
	his covenant remove;

	 
	his Name shall stand for ever,

	 
	his changeless Name of Love.



The Celebrant says
 	Blessed Be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People	And Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 

The Celebrant then continues
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen
The following is sung
Gloria in Excelsis
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day
Celebrant	The Lord be with you. 
People	And also with you. 
Celebrant	Let us pray. 
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk74656335]The Readings                                                                                                  
First Reading:         	                                                          Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,8-10			                                           
THE LESSON: A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Nehemiah 
All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, the presence of the men and women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation., They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.

[bookmark: _Hlk82088886]V. 	The Word of the Lord.
R.	Thanks be to God.

Silence 

THE GRADUAL:  Psalm 19
Antiphon: The statutes of the Lord rejoice the heart.

	The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament shows his handiwork.
	One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts knowledge to another.
	Although they have no words or language, and their voices are not heard,
Antiphon: The statutes of the Lord rejoice the heart.

Their sound had gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world.
In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; it comes forth like a bridegroom out of     his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its course. It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
Antiphon: The statutes of the Lord rejoice the heart.

The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent. The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; is the commandment of the Lord   is clear and gives light to the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
Antiphon: The statutes of the Lord rejoice the heart.

More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. By them also is your servant enlightened and in keeping them there is great reward. Who can tell how often he offends? cleanse me from my secret faults.
Antiphon: The statutes of the Lord rejoice the heart.

Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent    of a great offense. Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.
Antiphon: The statutes of the Lord rejoice the heart.

Silence
Second Reading                                                                  1 Corinthians 12:12-31a                                                             
THE EPISTLE:   A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body – Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.  And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body.  If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be?  If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?  But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose.  If all were a single member, where would the body be?  As it is, there are many members, yet one body.  The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”  On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do not need this.  But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts.

V.   The Word of the Lord.
R.   Thanks be to God.

Silence
Sequence
ALLELUIA:	
Cantor:   Alleluia 
[bookmark: _Hlk80098923]People:  Alleluia 
Cantor:  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good 
	    news to the poor to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.
People:  Alleluia 
                    
THE HOLY GOSPEL:                                                                       Luke 4:14-21
	The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Saint Luke.
R.	Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country.  He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom.  He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.  The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.  Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

Celebrant.  	  The Gospel of the Lord.   
People 	  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon	                                                                    	                                           Fr. Foster
[bookmark: _Hlk75425263]Be Silent and listen for God speaking to you.
Sermon Notes
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen
[bookmark: _Hlk37579722]
[bookmark: _Hlk51873659]Prayers of the People
Celebrant: Drawn here by God, let us bring to him our concerns for the Church and the 
	world.

Lord of all joy, you are our hope and strength, a very present help in all troubles. We give thanks for all who tell of your love by translating the Scriptures, by preaching the word, by teaching the faith. We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury and leader of the Anglican Communion, Michael our Presiding Bishop and Primate, Lawrence our Bishop Diocesan, Geralyn, Daniel and William our bishops, our Clergy, Gary, Dennison, Cecily, Keith, Kassinda, Ryan, Karen, Bernice, Ephraim, Bernard, Mastine, Daryl, Charles and Steve, the congregation of St. Peter’s and the Jamaica Deanery.
Silence
Lord, renew your people and sustain us by your mighty power.

We pray for all who are standing up for what they believe, and speaking out against evil and tyranny. We remember before you all Christians who are being persecuted for their faith;  All who are oppressed, mocked, scorned, those who are suffering through the prejudice or vested interests of others.
[bookmark: _Hlk93524752]Silence
Lord, renew your people and sustain us by your mighty power.

We give thanks for all who are working for the care and renewal of our earth. Give guidance and courage to all who work in conservation and ecology. All who care for oppressed peoples and minority groups. All who look after the lost and rejected in our world. Give wisdom and love to all who are working for peace and justice.
Silence
Lord, renew your people and sustain us by your mighty power.

We give you thanks for all who have been a strength and support to us. We pray for the work of the Samaritans, social workers and all who guide or counsel others. We remember any of our loved ones who are in need. May we always have a respect and sensitivity towards each other. We pray especially for any who are suffering from broken relationships.
Silence
Lord, renew your people and sustain us by your mighty power.

We seek your peace and healing in this moment of the COVID 19 pandemic. We pray for all who are infected, affected, or displaced. We remember all who are ill or those recovered. We pray also for their loved ones in this time of anxiety. We pray and give thanks for the essential workers, as they continue to risk themselves to serve fellow humanity. We pray for all who are engaged in research and scientific discovery for a vaccine and cure for the coronavirus.
Silence
Lord, renew your people and sustain us by your mighty power.

God of love, we remember before you all who feel unloved or neglected. We pray for children who feel they are unwanted or rejected. For all people who are ill and on their own, for those who have no one to care for them. We remember all who have been taken into care this week. We pray for friends who are ill, especially for those on our sick and shut-in list, those we carry in the silence in our hearts, those known and unknown to us.
Silence
Lord, renew your people and sustain us by your mighty power.

We give thanks that you are the Lord who loves us and renews us. We pray for loved ones departed, that they may rest in your love and be renewed and restored by your almighty power.
Silence
Lord, renew your people and sustain us by your mighty power.

Lord, as you have called us to share in your outreach of love to the world, fill us with the power of your spirit, that, in your strength and by your guidance, we may lead others to be aware of you, and live to your praise and glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.
Confession of Sin
The Celebrant says
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.”    Mark 12:29-31
The Celebrant then says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence.
Celebrant and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen
The Peace
Celebrant   Let the presence and joy of the Lord 
People        be your strength and peace.
Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People        And also with you.

Offertory Sentence – Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 
Offertory Hymn            Open your ears, O faithful people      The Hymnal 1982 #536   
	1
	Open your ears, O faithful people,

	 
	open your ears and hear God’s word.

	 
	Open your hearts, O royal priesthood,

	 
	God has come to you.

	 

	 
	God has spoken to his people,

	 
	Hallelujah!

	 
	And his words are words of wisdom,

	 
	Hallelujah!

	 

	2
	They who have ears to hear the message,

	 
	they who have ears, then let them hear.

	 
	They who would learn the way of wisdom,

	 
	let them hear God’s word.

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	3
	Israel comes to greet the Savior,

	 
	Judah is glad to see his day.

	 
	From east and west the peoples travel,

	 
	he will show the way.

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	4
	Open your ears, O faithful people,

	 
	open your ears and hear God’s word.

	 
	Open your hearts, O royal priesthood,

	 
	God has come to you.

	 

	 
	Refrain

[image: ]




	

 

	The HOLY EUCHARIST  - Prayer A

The Lord be with you.

	People
	And also with you.

	Celebrant
	Lift up your hearts.

	People
	We lift them to the Lord.

	Celebrant
	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

	People
	It is right to give him thanks and praise.


It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
The people stand or kneel.

The Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
 At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN
The Celebrant then continues.
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
	


Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
[bookmark: _Hlk72841996] The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
Then said: 
Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation. 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
Communion Hymn    				Jesus, We Want to Meet 		LEVAS 81   
	1
	Jesus, we want to meet

	 
	On this thy holy day;

	 
	We gather round thy throne

	 
	On this thy holy day.

	 
	Thou art our heavenly Friend,

	 
	Hear our prayers as they ascend;

	 
	Look into our hearts and minds today,

	 
	On this thy holy day.

	 

	2
	We kneel in awe and fear

	 
	On this thy holy day;

	 
	Pray God to teach us here

	 
	On this thy holy day.

	 
	Save us and cleanse our hearts,

	 
	Lead and guide our acts of praise,

	 
	And our faith from seed to flower raise,

	 
	On this thy holy day.

	 

	3
	Thy blessing, Lord, we seek

	 
	On this thy holy day;

	 
	Give joy of thy victory

	 
	On this thy holy day.

	 
	Through grace alone are we saved;

	 
	In thy flock my we be found;

	 
	Let the mind of Christ abide in us

	 
	On this thy holy day.

	 

	4
	Our minds we dedicate

	 
	On this thy holy day;

	 
	Heart and soul consecrate

	 
	On this thy holy day.

	 
	Holy Spirit make us whole;

	 
	Bless the sermon in this place;

	 
	And as we go, lead us Lord;

	 
	On this thy holy day.


Post Communion Prayer
The Celebrant says: Let us pray.
Celebrant and People 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
God has called you out of darkness into His wonderful light. May you experience His kindness and blessings, and be strong in faith, in hope, and in love. Amen

Because you are followers of Christ, who appeared on this day as a light shining in darkness, may He make you a light to all your sisters and brothers. Amen

The wise men followed the star, and found Christ who is light from light. May you too find the Lord when your pilgrimage is ended. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, + and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

		Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People	Thanks be to God. 

Recessional         O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling     The Hymnal 1940 #539   
	1
	O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling,

	 
	to tell to all the world that God is Light;

	 
	that he who made all nations is not willing

	 
	one soul should fail to know his love and might.

	 

	 
	Publish glad tidings:

	 
	tidings of peace,

	 
	tidings of Jesus,

	 
	redemption and release.

	 

	2
	Proclaim to every people, tongue, and nation

	 
	that God, in whom they live and move, is Love:

	 
	tell how he stooped to save his lost creation,

	 
	and died on earth that all might live above.

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	3
	Send heralds forth to bear the message glorious;

	 
	give of thy wealth to speed them on their way;

	 
	pour out thy soul for them in prayer victorious

	 
	till God shall bring his kingdom’s joyful day.

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	4
	He comes again! O Zion, ere thou meet him,

	 
	make known to every heart his saving grace;

	 
	let none whom he hath ransomed fail to greet him,

	 
	through thy neglect, unfit to see his face.

	 

	 
	Refrain



ANNOUNCEMENTS for Week of 01/23/22
Sick and Shut-In
Please remember in our prayers members of our Parish as well as family and friends especially: Alisha, Carol Alexander, Gairy Allison, Kaiyden Bail, Olive Beckford, Jennifer Bennett, Cynthia Blake, Ida Bowen, Ermine Browne, Jennifer Brown, Lurline Brown, Jada Campbell, Rufus Carriman, Jose Cruz, Natasha Cunningham, Xiomara Fernandez, Hartley Foster, Linda Foster, Anne Foster, Marilyn Fremantle, Diana Galloway, O'Neal Gill, Cleonie Gordon, Frank Grausso, Dahlia Henriques, Pearl, Beatrice Jerome, Floyd Johnson, Kristen Jones, Shauna Kerr, Norma King,  Felicia Lamothe, Antoinette Lashley, Lena Lyn, Celeste Lora, Jessica Lora, Asima Malik, Nigel McLean, Sydney Miller, Arthur Mills, Ariayah Morgan-Mullet, Kerwayne Probherbs, Kwame Probherbs, Victor Rhodd, Jasmine Robinson, Clive Rodriguez, Luke Rojas, Adassa Samms, Basil Samms, Jean Scott, Coleen Shepherd, Rawl Shepherd, Suzette Smith, George Thompson, Louise Todd, Francine Trotman, April Tucker, Eugena Tucker, Pauline Watson, Lorna Wilson, and Ian Yankwitt,

We extend hearty congratulations to our Warden -Mrs. Yvonne Robinson, Vestry Members – Mrs. Cynthia Craig, Mrs. Sandra George and Mrs. Karen Mayne Lee who were re-elected to serve on the Vestry. 
STEWARDSHIP CORNER
[bookmark: _Hlk77083179]Luke 6:45 – “The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart.”
ROBERT N. RODENMAYER
There are three kinds of giving: grudge giving, duty giving, and thanksgiving. Grudge 
giving says, “I hate to,” duty giving says, “I ought to,” thanksgiving says, “I want to.” 
The first comes from constraint, the second from a sense of obligation, the third from a 
full heart. Nothing much is conveyed in grudge giving since “the gift without the giver is 
bare.” Something more happens in duty giving, but there is no song in it. Thanksgiving is 
an open gate into the love of God.
Which is type of giving makes your heart sing and soar? 
To date we received 75 pledge cards for 2022 totaling $188, 693. The Vestry has 
pledged $50, 209 toward the work of St. Peter’s Rosedale. 

[bookmark: _Hlk67463916]Schedule for the week of January 23rd, through January 29th,

Sunday, January 23rd, 	The Third Sunday after the Epiphany
                                    	 8:00 am Holy Eucharist
                                  		 10:00 am Holy Eucharist
                                 		 10:00 am Sunday School & MLK presentation 11:45am 
Christian Unity Week – Concludes 
				St. Peter’s Church – 4:00 PM

Monday, January 24th, 	 Office Closed
				 Compline  9 PM

Tuesday, January 25th 	Evening Prayer & Reflection – 7 PM

Wednesday, January 26th, 	 Morning Prayer & Bible Study – 10:00 AM
 Evening Prayer & Book Discussion – 7:30 PM 

Thursday, January 27th,        Mobile Testing Van    8:00 AM – 6 PM  

Friday, January 28th, 	 Mobile Testing Van    8:00 AM – 6 PM

Saturday, January 29th,         Mobile Testing Van   8:00 AM – 6 PM          
                                                 Food pantry 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Sunday, January 30th,       The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
                                              8:00 am Holy Eucharist
 10:00 am Holy Eucharist
 10:00 am Sunday School
                                              6:00 pm Vestry Meeting
 Mobile Testing Van   8:00 AM – 6 PM          
Every Perfect Gift – The Gift of Sacrifice. 
What would you give up to make someone happy? What money or possession would you trade in to provide something meaningful or necessary to someone else? How much would you risk your own security or plans or happiness for the sake of serving your community? Your neighbor? A stranger?

One of the Christmas stories that my mother read to me as a boy was O. Henry’s The Gift of the Magi. She never got through the story without shedding a tear, and now I find it the same. My annual reading of the story, now a part of my personal prayer for the feast of The Epiphany, reminds me of the sacrificial nature of giving. For Della and Jim, the gift they wanted to make was to please each other for Christmas, to give each other the one thing they imagined would make them happy. Della and Jim wanted to indulge the child-like joy of gift-giving so much, that they sold the possession most dear to them to buy it. We readers come to understand that the gifts they gave each other with the proceeds of their pawn were meant to adorn the very things with which they parted. 
[image: Text
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The author finishes his story with a lesson. The Magi gave great gifts from their wealth and status – their privilege. By contrast, our storied couple give each other gifts out of their poverty, making sacrifices to do so. And that, says O. Henry, “makes them the wisest of all, they are the Magi.”

Before we get caught up in the gift-giving of this story, let’s explore the underlying point; what makes the gifts special to begin with. Our modern use of the word sacrifice has unpleasant connotations of loss. Even if the result of the sacrifice is a greater good, the cost to the one who sacrifices is real, and it is hard. But the root of this word is something far more profound – it comes from the same place as the word sacred. To make something sacred, we set it apart, we give it meaning beyond its purpose or craftmanship or place. To make something sacred, we view it and treat it with Love.

In the end, the size of the gift, or its shininess, or its desirability may make an impact on mission or capacity but are of no less importance than the act of giving itself. Sacrificial giving, giving made through love, this makes the giver the wisest of all. When we give through love, we are the Magi.


Every Perfect Gift – The Gift of helping a stranger. 
Last summer, I ran out of gas at a gas station. The car stopped moving a few yards from the pump. To my great relief, another customer came over and offered to push my car to the pump.
Before this kind, young person drove away, I shouted “Wait!” and hurried toward him.
He shook his head from side to side. “I don’t want anything for helping you,” he declared. “Not even homemade chocolate chip cookies?” I countered.
Are you a person who easily receives gratitude or compliments from others, or do they make you feel shy? What is it like to
be recognized for your giving?
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 

He laughed, took the bag of cookies, and thanked me.
When we share the gift of being human beings together, especially in difficult moments, we slip into an awareness of abundance. We feel full. We know goodness given and received. Travels continue. Cookies and laughter are enjoyed. Every good gift comes from God, and in sharing our gifts we become even more gifted, whether or not we are recognized or rewarded for sharing.
Sometimes we step up to help from a desire for recognition. We offer our gifts, like James and John in today’s Gospel text, out of loyalty to Jesus
and a desire to be useful. Our egos may be attached in healthy, or unhealthy, ways.
Sometimes we share a gift without expectations. We give without needing recognition. We push a car for a stranger and get a tired priest, her daughter and two dogs back on the road to Vacationland.
Making an annual financial commitment to a congregation is like offering to push a stranger’s car to a gas pump. It gets ministry moving. We seek no recognition yet are rewarded in surprising ways. We
offer our gifts because doing so creates the type of world we want to inhabit — a world where strangers collaborate and laugh together during a frustrating and embarrassing experience, sharing every good gift along the way. | [image: ]
The Rev’d. Dina Van Klaveren is Rector of St. Andrew’s in Glenwood, Maryland and a member of the TENS Board of Di
Every Perfect Gift – The Gift of Faith
Our often fast-paced, frenetic lives get in the way of the north stars that should be guiding us. And trajectories change when, in the blink of an eye, we are blindsided.
My family’s blindside happened four years ago. On a Tuesday morning before work, my sister-in-law Jan was on a walk with the kid’s five- month-old puppy Peter Paul. A young man speeding hit them head-on, killing them instantly.
What blindside moments have you experienced in which your faith helped you pull through?
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 

Jan was married to my twin brother Jonathan, and they have twelve children, including ten adopted from Texas, Guatemala, Mexico, Russia, China, and Ethiopia. She was also a beloved breast cancer physician with a practice that served the underserved.
Never afraid to love well, Jan was confident in her faith and marriage, leading her and Jonathan to adopt several older children with traumatic histories. They gave these children second chances believing they could thrive in a loving Christian family and a supportive community.
Jan’s ministry on earth informed our belief that gratitude increases with faith. She saw with her heart.
In today’s reading, we find Bartimeus, a blind beggar with a deep faith in God living on society’s margins. He cries out to Jesus as he’s leaving Jericho, “Son of David, have mercy on me.” Jesus asks, “what do you want from me?” and Bartimeus says, “Heal Me.” Jesus heals him and says, “Go, your faith has made you well.”
I find a parallel between Bartimeus’ story and Jan’s life. Bartimaeus’ miraculous healing happened because of his faith. He saw with his heart. And Jan, relying on her faith to help her overcome obstacles, inspired her family, friends, and patients to do the same.”
Thomas Merton said, “Gratitude is the heart of the Christian life.” May our faith continue to increase our gratitude so we, in turn, can live with seeing hearts. | 
Catherine Miller directs pastoral programs and adult formation at Good Shepherd Episcopal Church in North Dallas and serves on the advisory board for Invite, Welcome, Connect.
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QUESTIONS FOR

REFLECTION

How much would
you risk your own
safety, your plans,
or your happiness
for the sake of
serving your
community?

Your neighbor?

A stranger?
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There are many members,
yet one body.

1 Corinthians 12:20, NRSV




