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Great Vigil of Easter 
 
 The Great Vigil, when observed, is the first service of Easter Day. It is celebrated at a convenient time between sunset on Holy Saturday and sunrise on Easter Morning. We welcome you to our service of worship. We hope that it may a source of inspiration and strength as we walk together in faith and love. Welcome to St. Peter’s.
Lighting of the Paschal Candle
In the darkness, fire is kindled. The Celebrant says
Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death.
The Celebrant says:  Let us pray.
O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and the Deacon (the Celebrant if there is no deacon) bearing the Candle, leads the procession to the chancel, pausing three times and saying:
 	The light of Christ. 
People	Thanks be to God. 
The Celebrant now says the Exsultet.
Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout salvation for the victory of our mighty King. Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound with the praises of your people. All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the Almighty for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Celebrant: 	The Lord be with you.
All:          	 And also with you.
Celebrant:    	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:             	It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful people.
This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land.
This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace and holiness of life.
This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave.
How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son.
How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord.
How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is reconciled to God.
Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning—he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
 Liturgy of the Word
The Celebrant introduces the Scripture readings, saying.
Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption.
Lesson I
The Story of Creation		Genesis 1:1—2:4a 
Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26 	Confitemini
 1	Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, * for his mercy endures for ever.
 
 2	Give thanks to the God of gods, * for his mercy endures for ever.
 
 3	Give thanks to the Lord of lords, * for his mercy endures for ever.
 
 4	Who only does great wonders, * for his mercy endures for ever;
 
 5	Who by wisdom made the heavens, * for his mercy endures for ever;
 
 6	Who spread out the earth upon the waters, * for his mercy endures for ever;
 
 7	Who created great lights, * for his mercy endures for ever;
 
 8	The sun to rule the day, * for his mercy endures for ever;
 
 9	The moon and the stars to govern the night, * for his mercy endures for ever.
 
 23	Who remembered us in our low estate, * for his mercy endures for ever;
 
 24	And delivered us from our enemies, * for his mercy endures for ever;
 Celebrant: Let us pray.    (Silence)
	O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Lesson II
Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea				           	Exodus 14:10-31, 15:20-21
Canticle 8   The Song of Moses
I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. The Lord is my strength and my refuge; the Lord has become my Savior. This is my God, and I will praise him, the God of my people and I will exalt him.  The Lord is a mighty warrior; Yahweh is his Name.  The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea. The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; they sank into the depths like a stone. Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods?  who is like you, glorious in holiness, awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? You stretched forth your right hand; the earth swallowed them up. With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling. You will bring them in and plant them on the mount of your possession, The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. The Lord shall reign for ever and for ever.
 Celebrant: Let us pray.    (Silence)
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 Lesson III  
A New Heart and a New Spirit				                Ezekiel 36:24-28 
Psalm 42 Quemadmodum,  Psalm 43 Judica me, Deus
1	As the deer longs for the water‑brooks, * so longs my soul for you, O God.
2		My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God; * when shall I come to 		appear before the presence of God?
3	      My tears have been my food day and night, * while all day long they say to me,           	“Where now is your God?”
4	      I pour out my soul when I think on these things: * how I went with the multitude 	and led them into the house of God,
5	With the voice of praise and thanksgiving, * among those who keep holy‑day.
6	Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? * and why are you so disquieted 		within me?
7	Put your trust in God; * for I will yet give thanks to him, who is the help of my 	       countenance, and my God.
8	My soul is heavy within me; * therefore I will remember you from the land of 		Jordan, and from the peak of Mizar among the heights of Hermon.
9		One deep calls to another in the noise of your cataracts; *  all your rapids and 		floods have gone over me.
10	The Lord grants his loving-kindness in the daytime; * in the night season his song 	is with me, a prayer to the God of my life.
11	I will say to the God of my strength, “Why have you forgotten me?” * and why do I go so heavily while the enemy oppresses me?”
12		While my bones are being broken, * my enemies mock me to my face;
 13	 All day long they mock me * and say to me, “Where now is your God?”
14	 Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul?” *  and why are you so disquieted 	    within me?
15  	  Put your trust in God; *  for I will yet give thanks to him,  who is the help of my  		  countenance, and my God
Psalm 43
1   	Give judgment for me, O God, and defend my cause against ungodly people; * 
	 	deliver me from the deceitful and the wicked.
2    	For you are the God of my strength; why have you put me from you? *  and why do I go so heavily while the enemy oppresses me?

3   	Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, * and bring me to your 	     
     	holy hill and to your dwelling.

4  	That I may go to the altar of gladness; * and on the harp I will give thanks to you, O God my God.
5   	Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? and why are you so disquieted within me?

6  	Put your trust in God; for I will yet give thanks to him, who is the help of my coun-      tenance, and my God.

 Celebrant: Let us pray.    (Silence)
	Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lesson IV 
The gathering of God’s people				Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Psalm 98 Cantate Domino
1	Sing to the Lord a new song, * for he has done marvelous things. 
 2	With his right hand and his holy arm * has he won for himself the victory. 
 3	The Lord has made known his victory; * his righteousness has he openly 		shown in the sight of the nations. 
 4	He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * and all t		the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 5	Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * lift up your voice, rejoice, and 		sing. 
 6	Sing to the Lord with the harp, * with the harp and the voice of song. 
 7	With trumpets and the sound of the horn * shout with joy before the King, 		the Lord. 
 8	Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * the lands and those who dwell 		therein. 
 9	Let the rivers clap their hands, * and let the hills ring out with joy before the 		Lord, when he comes to judge the earth. 
 10	In righteousness shall he judge the world * and the peoples with equity. 
 
 Celebrant: Let us pray.    (Silence)
	O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Silence in preparation for the Renewal of Baptismal Commitment. This Renewal is done in the absence of Candidates for Holy Baptism.
The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church. 
Celebrant: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
People I do. 
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
 People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 
People I will, with God’s help. 
The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows
 May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
The Introit Hymn	       Come, ye faithful, raise the strain 	        The 1940 Hymnal #99
	1
	Come, ye faithful, raise the strain

	 
	of triumphant gladness!

	 
	God hath brought his Israel

	 
	into joy from sadness:

	 
	loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke

	 
	Jacob’s sons and daughters,

	 
	led them with unmoistened foot

	 
	through the Red Sea waters.

	 

	2
	’Tis the spring of souls today:

	 
	Christ hath burst his prison,

	 
	and from three days’ sleep in death

	 
	as a sun hath risen;

	 
	all the winter of our sins,

	 
	long and dark, is flying

	 
	from his light, to whom we give

	 
	laud and praise undying.

	 

	3
	Now the queen of seasons, bright

	 
	with the day of splendor,

	 
	with the royal feast of feasts,

	 
	comes its joy to render;

	 
	comes to glad Jerusalem,

	 
	who with true affection

	 
	welcomes in unwearied strains

	 
	Jesus’ resurrection.

	 

	4
	Neither might the gates of death,

	 
	nor the tomb’s dark portal,

	 
	nor the watchers, nor the seal

	 
	hold thee as a mortal:

	 
	but today amidst thine own

	 
	thou didst stand, bestowing

	 
	that thy peace which evermore

	 
	passeth human knowing.



The Celebrant says to the people
 		Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People	The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
Gloria in excelsis	 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen		
			             	                         
Collect of the Day
Celebrant	The Lord be with you. 
People	And also with you. 
Celebrant	Let us pray. 
The Celebrant then says.
O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.
Please be seated
Epistle				                 Romans 6:3-11 
A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome.
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
Reader	The Word of the Lord.  		
People	Thanks be to God. 

All stand.
Gradual Psalm 114 In exitu Israel 
1	 Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt, * the house of Jacob from a people of
   	strange speech,

 2        Judah became God’s sanctuary * and Israel his dominion.
3 	The sea beheld it and fled; * Jordan turned and went back. 
4         The mountains skipped like rams, * and the little hills like young sheep.
5 	What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? * O Jordan, that you turned back? 
6 	You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * you little hills like young sheep?
7 	Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, * at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
8 	Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water * and flint-stone into a flowing spring.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk100689175]Gospel Acclamation
Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. Alleluia.
He has defeated the powers of death. Alleluia.
Jesus turns our sorrow into dancing. Alleluia.
He has the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel				               Luke 24:1-12 
Celebrant 	The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
People	Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

On the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.’ Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.

Celebrant	The Gospel of the Lord. 		
People	Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon					   			                  Fr. Steve Foster
Prayers of the People
Celebrant: It is true. Jesus is alive for all time. The lord of life cannot be held by death.   
                 God’s victory over sin and death means that new life for us is a reality. 

Leader: With joy in our hearts come, let us pray together.
We remember with gratitude the presence of the Church in remote and highly populated areas all over the world. We pray for all other Christians rejoicing today in the wonder of the Resurrection.
Silence
Life-giving God: give us new life in you.

We pray that we may recognize you as we walk through our days, and we ask you to disturb any complacency which is blurring our spiritual vision.
Silence
Life-giving God: give us new life in you.

We pray for the courage to speak out against injustice and oppression; we pray that our leaders may establish and uphold the right values and sensitive legislation.
Silence
Life-giving God: give us new life in you.
 
We pray that those of our families and friends who have not yet met you may be drawn into your company and introduced so that they can enjoy your faithfulness and love.
Silence
Life-giving God: give us new life in you.

We remember those whose lives are filled with pain, anxiety, or sorrow, and ask you to come alongside them and speak their name.
Silence
Life-giving God: give us new life in you.

With the words of Resurrection fresh in our minds, we commend to your eternal love those who have died, that they may live with you forever. 
Silence
Life-giving God: give us new life in you.

Father, may our lips and our lives express our thanks and praise to you for rescuing us and setting us free to live. 
Silence
Life-giving God: give us new life in you.
Celebrant: God of salvation, your wisdom and compassion guide us in the midst of pain and grief, and the midst of temptation and fear. Through your resurrection power heal our sorrow and uplift us in delight, that we may know the fulfillment of your promise in our restoration to wholeness. Amen 

All stand.
THE PEACE
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, “Peace be with you.” 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
Alleluia, the peace of the risen Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. Alleluia
 
Announcements
Offertory Sentences:
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty. For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom, and you are exalted as head over all. 1 Chronicles 29:11  

Offertory Hymn	 Through the Red Sea brought at last        The 1982 Hymnal #187
	1
	Through the Red Sea brought at last,

	 
	Egypt’s chains behind we cast.

	 
	Deep and wide

	 
	flows the tide

	 
	severing us from bondage past, Alleluia!

	 

	2
	Like the cloud that overhead,

	 
	through the billows Israel led,

	 
	by his tomb

	 
	Christ makes room,

	 
	souls restoring from the dead, Alleluia!

	 

	3
	In that cloud and in that sea

	 
	buried and baptized were we.

	 
	Earthly night

	 
	brought us light

	 
	which is ours eternally, Alleluia!



Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer D
The people remain standing.
	Celebrant
	The Lord be with you.

	People
	And also with you.

	Celebrant
	Lift up your hearts.

	People
	We lift them to the Lord.

	Celebrant
	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

	People
	It is right to give him thanks and praise.



It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we say, 
Sanctus
Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.
The Celebrant continues
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.
Celebrant and People
We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our God.
The Celebrant continues
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.
Remember Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury and leader of the Anglican Communion, Michael our Presiding Bishop and Primate, Lawrence our Bishop Diocesan, Geralyn, Daniel and William our bishops, our Clergy, Gary, Dennison, Keith, Ryan, Kassinda, Karen, Frederick, Joshua, Bernice, Ephraim, Bernard, Mastine, Lloyd, Daryl, Charles and Steve, all who minister in your Church. 
Remember all your people especially the Jamaica Deanery, and those who seek your truth.
Remember those impacted or affected by the Coronavirus, displaced because of natural disasters, poverty or marginalization.
 Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to you alone; bring them into the place of eternal joy and light. 
And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.
	[bookmark: _Hlk67772339]And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,


Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
Then said: 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation. 
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Communion Hymn	        There is a Sweet, sweet Spirit.			LEVAS 120
	1
	There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place,

	 
	And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord.

	 
	There are sweet expressions on each face,

	 
	And I know they feel the presence of the Lord.

	 

	 
	Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet Heavenly Dove,

	 
	Stay right here with us, filling us with your love.

	 
	And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise;

	 
	Without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived

	 
	when we shall leave this place.

	 

	2
	There are blessings you cannot receive

	 
	Till you know Him in His fullness, and believe.

	 
	You’re the one to profit when you say,

	 
	“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.”

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	3
	If you say He saved you from your sin,

	 
	Now you’re weak, you’re bound, and cannot enter in,

	 
	you can make it right if you will yield;

	 
	You’ll enjoy the Holy Spirit that we feel.

	 

	 
	Refrain


After Communion, the Celebrant says Let us pray. 
[bookmark: _Hlk100689036]Celebrant and People 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
The Blessing
May Almighty, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen
May God, who has brought us out of bondage from sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen
May you find in Christ Jesus, our risen Lord, a companion for your journey, a sure ground for your hopes, the peace that passes understanding, and the joy that life is eternal; The blessing of God Almighty, + the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
The Recessional		The day of resurrection!   	              The Hymnal 1940 #96 
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	[bookmark: _Hlk68033986]The day of resurrection!

	 
	Earth, tell it out abroad;

	 
	the Passover of gladness,

	 
	the Passover of God.

	 
	From death to life eternal,

	 
	from earth unto the sky,

	 
	our Christ hath brought us over

	 
	with hymns of victory.
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	Our hearts be pure from evil,

	 
	that we may see aright

	 
	the Lord in rays eternal

	 
	of resurrection light;

	 
	and, listening to his accents,

	 
	may hear so calm and plain

	 
	his own “All hail!” and, hearing,

	 
	may raise the victor strain.
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	Now let the heavens be joyful,

	 
	let earth her song begin,

	 
	the round world keep high triumph,

	 
	and all that is therein;

	 
	let all things seen and unseen

	 
	their notes together blend,

	 
	for Christ the Lord is risen,

	 
	our joy that hath no end.


 
[bookmark: _Hlk100689053]Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia
 People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

AN EASTER MEDITATION
The Easter Sermon, ascribed to John Chrysostom, which is traditionally read in the Orthodox Church at the climax of the Easter Liturgy.
	If any be lovers of God, let them rejoice in this beautiful and radiant feast. If any be faithful servants, let them gladly enter into the joy of their Lord. If any are wearied with fasting, let them now reap their reward. If any have labored from the first hour, let them receive today their just wages.  If any have come after the third hour, let them celebrate the feast with thankfulness.  If any have arrived after the sixth hour, let them not doubt, for they will sustain no loss.  If any have delayed until the ninth hour, let them not hesitate but draw near. If any have arrived only at the eleventh hour, let them not be ashamed because they have arrived so late. For the Master is gracious and welcomes the last no less than the first.  He gives rest to those who come at the eleventh hour just as kindly as those on the last he has compassion.  To the one he grants his favor, to the other pardon. He does not look only at the work: he looks into the intention of the heart. Enter then, all of you, into the joy of your Master. First and last, receive alike your reward.  Rich and poor, dance together.  You who have fasted and you, who have not, rejoice today.  The table is fully laden: let all enjoy it.  The fatted calf is served: let no one go away hungry.  Come, all of you, share in the banquet of faith: draw on the wealth of his mercy.
	Let no one lament their poverty; for the universal kingdom has been revealed. Let no one weep for their sins; for the light of forgiveness has risen from the grave. Let no one fear death; for the death of the Savior has set us free.
	He has destroyed death by undergoing death.
	He has despoiled hell by descending into hell.
Hell was filled with bitterness when it tasted his flesh, as Isaiah foretold: ‘Hell was filled with bitterness when it met you face to face below’
	filled with bitterness, for it was bought to nothing;
	filled with bitterness, for it was mocked;
	filled with bitterness, for it was overthrown;
	filled with bitterness, for it was destroyed;
	filled with bitterness, for it was put in chains.
It received a body, and encountered God.  It received earth, and confronted heaven. It received what it saw, and was overpowered by what it did not see.
	O death, where is your sting?
	O hell, where is your victory?
	Christ is risen, and you were cast down.
	Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen.
	Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice.
	Christ is risen, and life reigns in freedom.
	Christ is risen, and the grave is emptied of the dead.
For Christ, being raised from the dead, has become the first-fruits of those who sleep. To him be the glory and dominion to the ages of ages. Amen
 The Rector, Wardens, and Vestry of Saint Peter’s Church wish to thank all who by their gifts of time, talents, and treasures, have aided in the extensive preparations for the celebration of the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
Our sincere wishes for a most Blessed Easter to you, as you remember your loved ones who are present with you as well as those who have gone to their eternal reward.
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