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The fourth Sunday of Advent, Year A
Sunday, December 18th, 2022
137-28 244th street,
Rosedale NY 11422
The Very Rev. Steve Foster- Rector
www.stpetersrosedale.org
Saint Peter’s Church is a place of faith, hope, and love serving all of God’s people.

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church
Mission Statement, Vision Statement, and Core Values
Mission Statement
Saint Peter’s Church is a place of faith, hope, and love serving all of God’s people.
Vision Statement
Saint Peter’s is a lighthouse of Faith, Hope, and God’s Love. Worship, prayer, Christian education, stewardship, fellowship, evangelism, and outreach.
Framing Passage: Ephesians 4:13-16
Until we all reach unity in the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him, the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Core values
Called to grow and live by faith
Being committed to lifelong learning and study translates into putting what we believe into practice through our daily witness, sharing the good news of God in Christ.
Challenged to be hopeful
Being bearers of hope to each other and the surrounding communities urges us to advocate for justice and peace in the spirit of compassion and mercy.
Commissioned to love
Being agents of God’s redemptive and transforming love demands us to see the imprint of Christ on each other’s faces. Thus, respecting the dignity of every human being is paramount. You are welcome wherever you are, in life or on your faith journey. You are loved, affirmed, and respected as a beloved child of God.
Committed to Service
It is committed to serving together to build up the Body of Christ in God’s community.
Liturgy of the Word
Introit     		   Come, thou long-expected Jesus 		   The Hymnal 1982 #66   
	1
	Come, thou long-expected Jesus,

	 
	born to set thy people free;

	 
	from our fears and sins release us,

	 
	let us find our rest in thee.

	 

	2
	Israel’s strength and consolation,

	 
	hope of all the earth thou art:

	 
	dear desire of every nation,

	 
	joy of every longing heart.

	 

	3
	Born thy people to deliver,

	 
	born a child, and yet a king,

	 
	born to reign in us for ever,

	 
	now thy gracious kingdom bring.

	 

	4
	By thine own eternal Spirit

	 
	rule in all our hearts alone;

	 
	by thine all-sufficient merit

	 
	raise us to thy glorious throne.
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
(Lighting of Advent Candle)


Celebrant:	   The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.
RESPONSE: 	In the Advent of God, let the hearts of the people be opened to receive him.
Celebrant: 	   Let us pray.
Thank you God for the joy you give us. We ask that as we wait for all your promises to come true, and for Christ to come again, that you would remain present with us. Help us today, and everyday to worship you, to hear your word, and to do your will by sharing your joy with each other. We ask it in the name of the one who was born in Bethlehem. All: Amen
READER: A READING FROM ISAIAH 7:14, 18:16
Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, a young woman shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Emmanuel. (That is God with us). Bind up this testimony, and seal the teaching among my disciples.

ALL:	 O woman of woman how may this come to pass, for neither before you was not anyone seen like you, nor shall there be after you.

Celebrant:	 LET US BLESS THE LORD.

All:   THANKS BE TO GOD!!!!

THE FOURTH CANDLE IS LIT	 THE SHEPHERD’S CANDLE            IS NOW LIT

				      Together with the three previous candles.

		HE WILL BE GREAT			   HE WILL BE EMMANUEL

The Altar Party reverences the Altar, and the Celebrant continues.

The Celebrant says
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.”    Mark 12:29-31
The Celebrant then says
Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Celebrant says
Collect of the Day
Celebrant	The Lord be with you. 
People	And also with you. 
Celebrant	Let us pray. 
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk74656335]The Readings                                                                                                    Isaiah 7:10-16
First Reading: A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.”  Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David!  Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also?  Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.  Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.  He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.

V. The Word of the Lord.
R.	Thanks be to God.
[bookmark: _Hlk82088886]
Silence 

THE GRADUAL:                                                                        Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
[bookmark: _Hlk87502708]Antiphon: Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we 
                 shall be saved.

        Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that
       Enthroned upon the cherubim. In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and 
       Manasseh, stir up your strength and come to help us.
Antiphon: Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall 
	     be saved.

Restore us, O God of hosts, show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
Antiphon: Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall 
                 be saved.

You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh us to scorn. Restore us, O God of hosts, show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.
Antiphon: Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall 
                be saved.
        
And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call upon your name.  Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
Antiphon: Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall 
	      be saved.

Silence
Second Reading                                                                              Romans 1:1-7
THE EPISTLE:    A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

V. The Word of the Lord.
R.	Thanks be to God.
Silence
Sequence
			
ALLELUIA:	
Cantor:   Alleluia 
People:    Alleluia 
[bookmark: _Hlk80098923]Cantor:   Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called 
                 Emmanuel.
 People:   Alleluia 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:                                                              Matthew 1:18-25
          
	The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Saint Matthew.
R.	Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.  When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.  But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said; “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”  When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

Celebrant.       The Gospel of the Lord.   
People 	   Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon	                                                                    	                                           Fr. Foster
[bookmark: _Hlk75425263]Be Silent and listen for God speaking to you.
Sermon Notes









Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him, all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day, he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen

[bookmark: _Hlk37579722]Prayers of the People
Celebrant: Through the willing participation of Mary and Joseph, God is poised to   
                  come among his people as their Savior.

Let us quieten ourselves to notice our God, here with us now, and attentive to our deepest needs.

Lord, we long for our Church to be alive and active, attentive to you, and ready to go wherever you suggest. Show us the work of the Church from your point of view, and develop our will to cooperate. We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury and leader of the Anglican Communion, Michael our Presiding Bishop and Primate, Lawrence our Bishop Diocesan, Geralyn, Daniel and William our bishops, our Clergy; Gary, Dennison, Keith, Kassinda, Ryan, Karen, Frederick, Joshua, Bernice, Ephraim, Bernard, Mastine, Charles and Steve, the congregation of St. Peter’s and the Jamaica Deanery.

Silence

We call on your name, O God: restore us and revive us.

Lord, we long for your kingdom to come to our world and flood it with truth and love. Remove the disillusion, hopelessness, and terror which traps the human spirit and chokes its potential joy.

Silence

We call on your name, O God: restore us and revive us.

Lord, come into the daily relationships we so easily take for granted and enable us to value one another, delight in one another’s richness, and respond to one another’s needs with love.

Silence

We call on your name, O God: restore us and revive us.

We pray in this moment of the COVID-19 pandemic for peace and healing. We pray for all who are infected, affected or displaced. We remember all who are ill or those who recovered. We also pray for their loved ones in this time of anxiety. We pray and give thanks for the essential workers as they continue to risk themselves to serve their fellow humanity. We pray for all who are engaged in research and scientific discovery for a vaccine and cure for the coronavirus and its mutations. Lord, in these growing days, we are faced with monkeypox, polio, and other diseases, Lord, we seek your guidance and protection. Guide those in medicine and research to find cures for healing and wholeness. 

Silence

We call on your name, O God: restore us and revive us.

Lord, you know the need and pain of those we love and worry about. As you look after them, give them a sense of your caring presence to uphold and sustain them. Specially, we remember the sick and shut-in of our parish, those known and unknown who need prayers and healing.

Silence

We call on your name, O God: restore us and revive us.

Lord, for us death can seem so cruel; give us a better understanding of eternity, and gather into your kingdom all those whose earthly journey has come to an end.

Silence

We call on your name, O God: restore us and revive us.

Thank you, Lord of hope, for the way you surprise us with joy, and show us the extraordinary and the wonderful in the ordinary things of life.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayers for birthdays, Travelling, or Anniversaries. 
Peace
Celebrant   May the God of peace make you completely holy 
People        ready for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People        And also with you.

Welcome  & Announcements
 Welcome to all who are worshipping at St. Peter’s for the first time. It is a delight and a joy to welcome you. 
If you are curious and have come to see, Welcome.
If you are hurting and have come for solace. Welcome.
If you are grateful and have come to share. Welcome.
If you are weary and heavily burdened, Welcome.
If you are tired and need respite, Welcome.
If you are seeking and looking for answers, Welcome.
If you are listening and have come to pray, Welcome.
If you want just to be, Welcome.
Whatever reason has brought you to these doors, Welcome.
God loves you and so does this parish community. Welcome.
Offertory Sentences – Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
Offertory Hymn     The angel Gabriel from heaven came 	 The Hymnal 1982 #265   
	1
	The angel Gabriel from heaven came,

	 
	his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;

	 
	“All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary,

	 
	most highly favored lady,” Gloria!

	 

	2
	“For know a blessèd Mother thou shalt be,

	 
	all generations laud and honor thee,

	 
	thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,

	 
	most highly favored lady,” Gloria!

	 

	3
	Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,

	 
	“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said,

	 
	“my soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name.”

	 
	Most highly favored lady, Gloria!

	 

	4
	Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born

	 
	in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,

	 
	and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say—

	 
	“Most highly favored lady,” Gloria!




Prayers at the Preparation of the Table
As the grain once scattered in the fields and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside
are now united on this table in bread and wine, so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together from the corners of the earth into your kingdom. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving – Eucharistic Prayer A
The people remain standing.
Celebrant	The Lord be with you. 
People	And also with you. 
Celebrant	Lift up your hearts. 
People	We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People	It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant continues
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere, to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
The people stand or kneel.

The Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love, you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
 At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
 Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN
The Celebrant then continues.
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

People and Celebrant
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for  ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
[bookmark: _Hlk72841996] The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
Then said: 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation. 
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
 Communion Hymns	My Lord, What a Morning 			           LEVAS 13   
	 
	My Lord, what a morning,

	 
	My Lord, what a morning,

	 
	O my Lord, what a morning,

	 
	When the stars begin to fall.

	 

	1
	You’ll hear the trumpet sound,

	 
	To wake the nations underground,

	 
	Looking to my God’s right hand,

	 
	When the stars begin to fall.

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	2
	You’ll hear the sinner mourn,

	 
	To wake the nations underground,

	 
	Looking to my God’s right hand,

	 
	When the stars begin to fall.

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	3
	You’ll hear the Christian shout,

	 
	To wake the nations underground,

	 
	Looking to my God’s right hand,

	 
	When the stars begin to fall.

	 

	 
	Refrain



Soon, Very Soon			           LEVAS 14   
	1
	Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,

	 
	Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,

	 
	Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,

	 
	Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King!

	 

	 
	Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah.

	 

	2
	No more cryin’ there we are goin’ to see the King,

	 
	Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King!

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	3
	No more dyin’ there we are goin’ to see the King,

	 
	Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King!

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	4
	Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King;

	 
	Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re goin’ to see the King!

	 

	 
	Refrain



Post-Communion Prayer
The Celebrant says: Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing 

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen. 
May He whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen. 
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
Recessional    	       Ye who claim the faith of Jesus 		 The Hymnal 1982 #268   
	 
	Magnificat anima mea Dominum.

	 
	Magnificat, Magnificat.

	 

	1
	Ye who claim the faith of Jesus,

	 
	sing the wonders that were done

	 
	when the love of God the Father

	 
	over sin the victory won,

	 
	when he made the Virgin Mary

	 
	mother of his only Son.

	 

	 
	Hail Mary, full of grace.

	 

	2
	Blessèd were the chosen people

	 
	out of whom the Lord did come;

	 
	blessèd was the land of promise

	 
	fashioned for his earthly home;

	 
	but more blessed far the mother,

	 
	she who bore him in her womb.

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	3
	Therefore let all faithful people

	 
	sing the honor of her name;

	 
	let the Church, in her foreshadowed,

	 
	part in her thanksgiving claim;

	 
	what Christ’s mother sang in gladness

	 
	let Christ’s people sing the same:

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	4
	“Magnify, my soul, God’s greatness;

	 
	in my Savior I rejoice;

	 
	all the ages call me blessed,

	 
	in his praise I lift my voice;

	 
	he has cast down all the mighty,

	 
	and the lowly are his choice.”

	 

	 
	Refrain

	
	

	 
	


Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People	Thanks be to God. 

Sick and Shut-In
Please remember in our prayers members of our Parish as well as family and friends, especially: Alisha, Carol Alexander, Gairy Allison, Kaiyden Bail, Olive Beckford, Jennifer Bennett, Cynthia Blake, Ida Bowen, Ermine Browne, Jennifer Brown, Lurline Brown, Jada Campbell, Rufus Carriman, Camile Cook, Natasha Cunningham, Xiomara Fernandez, Hartley Foster, Linda Foster, Anne Foster, O'Neal Gill, Cleonie Gordon, Frank Grausso, Dahlia Henriques, Pearl, Beatrice Jerome, Floyd Johnson, Kristen Jones,  Shauna Kerr, Norma King,  Felicia Lamothe, Antoinette Lashley, Lena Lyn, Celeste Lora, Jessica Lora, Asima Malik, Nigel McLean, Sydney Miller, Arthur Mills, Ariayah Morgan-Mullet, Kerwayne Probherbs, Kwame Probherbs, Victor Rhodd, Jasmine Robinson, Clive Rodriguez, Luke Rojas, Adassa Samms, Basil Samms, Coleen Shepherd, Rawl Shepherd, Suzette Smith, George Thompson, Louise Todd, Francine Trotman, April Tucker, Eugena Tucker, Pauline Watson, Lorna Wilson, and Ian Yankwitt,

ANNOUNCEMENTS for the Week of 12/18/22
[bookmark: _Hlk67463916]Schedule for the week of December 4th through December 10th

Sunday, December 18th,	    Fourth Sunday of Advent 
		                            8:00 am Holy Eucharist
				    10:00 am Holy Eucharist

Monday, December 19th, 	    Office Open
				    Compline 9:00 pm

Tuesday, December 20th,           Evening Prayer & Book Discussion – 7:00 PM

Wednesday, December 21st,      St. Thomas, Apostle Mass & Bible Study– 10:00 AM
                                                 
Saturday, December 24th,        Christmas Eve Mass – 10:00 PM

Sunday, December 25th,           Christmas Day – Mass 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM
The Book Club continues on Tuesday evenings after Evening Prayer.  We are reading A Promised Land by Barack Obama
On Wednesday Evenings, after Evening Prayer, we commence our Advent study, reading Walking Backwards to Christmas by Stephen Cottrell.
Our Advent theme for this year is Preparing for the New Light. What does it mean to prepare for the Gift and Light of Christmas?  How will you embrace it? How and why will you share it with others?
Confirmation class started on October 15th, 2022.  Please submit names and see the Rector for application.  Class will resume on January 7th, 2023. 

Annual General Meeting
Please mark your calendar: Notice is hereby given of our annual parish meeting on Wed, January 11, 2022. We will be electing a Warden and six Vestry members. Please prayerfully consider God’s call on your life. 
ARTICLE IV -VESTRY – From Parish Bylaws
 A.	Defined
The vestry shall be agents and legal representatives of the parish in all matters concerning its corporate property and the relations of the parish to its clergy which are not inconsistent with the laws of the State of New York, Canons of The Episcopal Church USA, Canons of the Diocese of Long Island, Certificate of Incorporation and the bylaws.  For purposes of interpretation, "The Vestry" shall mean rector, wardens, and vestry members acting jointly and collectively.
 B.	 Duties of Members of the Vestry, Wardens, and Officers
1.	Members of the Vestry, Wardens, and officers shall discharge the duties of the respective positions in good faith and with that degree of diligence, care, and skill which ordinarily prudent individuals would exercise under similar circumstances in like positions.
 2.	In discharging their duties, members of the vestry, wardens and officers when acting in good faith, may rely upon financial statements of the corporation represented to them to be correct by the officer of the corporation having charge of its books of accounts, or stated in a written report by an independent public or certified public accountant or firm of such accountants fairly reflecting the financial condition of such corporation.

Terms of Office
At each annual election of the parish, one churchwarden shall be elected to hold office for two years; and one-third of the total number of vestry members of the parish shall be elected to hold office for three years. No warden who has been elected at an annual election or special meeting for two consecutive full terms may stand for election and further may not stand for election as a warden until the annual election next succeeding that annual election at which the term of office would have expired.

No vestry member who has been elected at an annual election or special meeting for two consecutive full terms may stand for election, and further may not stand for election as a vestry member until the annual election next succeeding that annual election at which his/her term of office would have expired.

Each church warden and vestry member shall hold office after the expiration of the term until a successor shall have been chosen.
G. Qualification and Election of Wardens and Vestry Members
1. All persons, eighteen years of age or older, being so qualified, shall be eligible for election as church warden or vestry members.

1. No person shall be eligible for election as church warden, unless that person is a baptized and confirmed member in the Episcopal Church, has deposited a copy of his/her baptismal and confirmation certificates in the church office, and a communicant in good standing in the parish.  In order to hold office of warden, the person must have served on the current vestry for at least one year.

1. Church wardens and vestry members shall be elected by ballot from persons qualified to vote at such election. 

1. No person shall be eligible for election as vestry member unless that person shall have been baptized and a communicant in good standing in the parish.

1. Persons elected must have already completed the Sexual Harassment course or must complete the course within 3 months of the election. 

1. In all elections, a simples majority (half of the total votes cast plus one) of votes cast for that office shall be necessary for election with a majority of qualified members present voting.  In the event that no candidate receives a simple majority additional ballots shall be taken until the office in question is filled.  Defective and blank ballots are invalid.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER
To date we received 44 pledge cards for 2023 totaling $103, 535. The Vestry has 
pledged $17,638 toward the work of St. Peter’s Rosedale. We have received three new
pledges.
[bookmark: _Hlk77083179]Our Stewardship/Pledge/Annual Giving campaign has begun. By now, you should have received your commitment cards. In this program year, our theme will embrace More than Enough. It is an opportunity to ponder and reflect on the ways we have been blessed with enough or, in some instances, more than enough. If we agree when we sing the Doxology, - praise God from whom all blessings flow, often we can be amazed at the generosity of our loving and liberating Creator God. How are we responding? Are we giving out of abundance or giving grudgingly? At St. Peters, our common life depends on your sharing your ’enough’ so we can bless others who need a touch or a lifeline. Commitment Sunday was November 20th. However, it is not too late to consider sharing a tithe of your ‘enough.’ We have been blessed. Let us be blessings to others. 
Christian Stewardship Milo Kauffman develops this thought a step further when he writes: “Stewardship of possessions is the effect of God’s saving grace upon one’s self and his property. When God gets a man with a car He gets a car to be used in His service. Some seem to think of stewardship as a whip or as legal action to drive people to give to the expenses of the church. No doubt too often the attempt has been made to wring generous offerings from selfish souls. Christian stewardship most certainly is not church legislation nor a scheme to deprive men of their cash. It is the natural consequence of an experience with God—the natural reaction of the human heart that has been touched by the divine spirit. —Milo Kauffman, The Challenge of Christian Stewardship, Herald Press, 1955, pp. 3-5.

ST PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH IS NOW ON AMAZONSMILE.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SUPPORT ST PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH when you shop online?

AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support St Peter’s Episcopal Church every time you shop online, at no additional cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you will find the same low prices, vast selection, and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to St Peter’s Episcopal Church.

To shop at AmazonSmile, go to smile.amazon.com on the internet. If you already have an account at Amazon, you can use the same account. You do not have to set up a new account. Your shopping cart, wish list, and account settings are all the same. 

The first time you visit AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you will be prompted to select a charitable organization from among the eligible organizations. To browse or shop at AmazonSmile, you must first select a charitable organization. Please type “St Peter’s Episcopal Church” as your supporting charity. 

There are millions of products for sale on AmazonSmile that are eligible for donations to St Peter’s Episcopal Church. Eligible products are marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on the product detail pages. For each eligible purchase you make at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to your selected charitable organization, St Peter’s Episcopal Church.

Please note that recurring subscribe-and-save purchases and subscription renewals are not eligible for donation. 
Thank you in advance for listing and remembering the St Peter’s Episcopal Church when shopping online.


St. Peter’s Church Rosedale
Staff

Mr. Carl Hampden - Sexton
Mr. Eiichi Shimada - Organist, and Choir Director
Ms. Dianne A. Worley – Parish Administrator
The Very Rev. Steve Foster – Rector

Vestry
Mrs. Phyllis Harris Williams – Warden
Mrs. Yvonne Robinson – Warden
Mrs. Lamarcia Parkin Bascombe – Clerk of the Vestry
Mrs. Karen Mayne Lee – Assistant Treasurer
Mrs. Cynthia Craig – Member
Mrs. Sandra George – Member
Mrs. Monica Carrington - Member
Mrs. Gail Adams – Member
Mr. Michael Prescod – Member
Ms. Elaine Henry – Member
Ms. Shadiyah Evans – Member
Mr. Richard Connell – Treasurer

[image: ]
Church Tel: (718) 528-1356
Rectory: (718) 528-2417
Fax: (718) 341-8635
E-mail Address: office@stpetersrosedale.org
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