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Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church
Mission Statement, Vision Statement, and Core Values
Mission Statement
Saint Peter’s Church is a place of faith, hope, and love serving all of God’s people.
Vision Statement
Saint Peter’s is a lighthouse of Faith, Hope, and God’s Love. Worship, prayer, Christian education, stewardship, fellowship, evangelism, and outreach.
Framing Passage: Ephesians 4:13-16
Until we all reach unity in the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him, the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Core values
Called to grow and live by faith
Being committed to lifelong learning and study translates into putting what we believe into practice through our daily witness, sharing the good news of God in Christ.
Challenged to be hopeful
Being bearers of hope to each other and the surrounding communities urges us to advocate for justice and peace in the spirit of compassion and mercy.
Commissioned to love
Being agents of God’s redemptive and transforming love demands us to see the imprint of Christ on each other’s faces. Thus, respecting the dignity of every human being is paramount. You are welcome wherever you are, in life or on your faith journey. You are loved, affirmed, and respected as a beloved child of God.
Committed to Service
It is committed to serving together to build up the Body of Christ in God’s community.
Introit Hymn              Blessèd Jesus, at thy word		    The Hymnal 1982 #440
	
	
	1
	Blessèd Jesus, at thy word

	 
	we are gathered all to hear thee;

	 
	let our hearts and souls be stirred

	 
	now to seek and love and fear thee;

	 
	by thy teachings pure and holy,

	 
	drawn from earth to love thee solely.

	 

	2
	All our knowledge, sense, and sight

	 
	lie in deepest darkness shrouded,

	 
	till thy Spirit breaks our night

	 
	with the beams of truth unclouded;

	 
	thou alone to God canst win us;

	 
	thou must work all good within us.

	 

	3
	Gracious Lord, thyself impart!

	 
	Light of Light, from God proceeding,

	 
	open thou our ears and heart,

	 
	help us by thy Spirit’s pleading.

	 
	Hear the cry thy Church upraises;

	 
	hear, and bless our prayers and praises.




	 
	



Celebrant        Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins.
People	         His mercy endureth for ever.

The Celebrant says the following sentences.

The Decalogue: Traditional
God spake these words, and said:I am the Lord thy God who brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have none other gods but me.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image, nor the likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the water under the earth; thou shalt not bow
down to them, nor worship them. 
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Thou shalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Honor thy father and thy mother.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Thou shalt do no murder.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Thou shalt not commit adultery.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Thou shalt not steal.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Thou shalt not covet.
Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these thy laws in our hearts, we beseech thee.

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. Matthew 22:37‑40

The Celebrant then says

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

Silence may be kept.

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts; we have offended against thy holy laws, we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, spare thou those who confess their faults, restore thou those who are penitent, according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

The Celebrant stands and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Collect 

The Celebrant says to the people
      The Lord be with you.
People	      And with thy spirit.
Celebrant     Let us pray.

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Readings

First Reading	                                Genesis 12:1-4a
A Reading from the Book of Genesis 
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.  I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.  Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.  

Reader     The Word of the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God. 

Remain seated.
THE GRADUAL:                                                                                                 Psalm 121

Antiphon: My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.
I lift up my eyes to the hills from where will my help come?  2My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 3He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber.
Antiphon: My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.

4He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 5The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 6The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
Antiphon: My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.

7The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 8The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and for evermore.
Antiphon: My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.

Second Reading	                               Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
A Reading from the Letter of the Apostle Paul to the Romans
What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the scripture say?  “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due.  But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith.  If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) – in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

Reader:         The word of the Lord.
People:.         Thanks be to God. 

Silence  All stand. 
THE TRACT: Psalm 106

           Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,*
	     for his mercy endures for ever.
	Who can declare the mighty acts of the Lord*
	     or show forth all his praise?
	Happy are those who act with justice*
	     and always do what is right!
	Remember me, O Lord, with the favor you have for your people,*
	     and visit me with your saving help;
	That I may see the prosperity of your elect
	and be glad with the gladness of your people,*
	   that I may glory with your inheritance.


Gospel Acclamation
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.
Blessed are those who have endured temptation;
they have stood the test and will receive the crown of life.                                            James 1.12
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.

THE HOLY GOSPEL	             John 3:1 -17
          The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Saint John. 
R.       Glory to thee, O Lord.
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old?  Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.  What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’  The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?”  Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things?  No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

Celebrant.         The Gospel of the Lord. 
People	    Praise to thee, O Christ.
Sermon						                                       Fr. Steve Foster        

Silent reflection and allow God to speak to and through you.











The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible; And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only‑begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made;  who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped        and glorified; who spake by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Celebrant: Let us voice our cares and concerns, knowing that God is listening to us.

Lord, increase our faith that we may trust in you. May we move forward knowing that you are with us and before us. Give us a vision of who we are and what we should do.
Help us to move towards your promised land. May your church work for the freedom of captives, the release of those unjustly bound, and a more caring and peaceful world. Lord, lead us from temptation and deliver us from evil. 

Lord, teach us to love the world with the great love that you have for the world. Guide all leaders of peoples, strengthen the good, and lead us in ways of peace. Grant sensitivity to planners and to all who affect our future. We pray for research workers and inventors,
who influence our lives and minds that our world may be kept in goodness and beauty. Lord, lead us from temptation and deliver us from evil. 

We remember all who are fearful of the future. We pray for those who are seriously or terminally ill, for all who await a doctor’s diagnosis, and for all who await operations or treatment. We ask you to strengthen all who are despairing to encourage and hearten all who have lost hope. We pray in a special way for our sick and shut-in, those on our prayer list, those we carry in the silence of our hearts, and those unknown to us. Lord, lead us from temptation and deliver us from evil.

We give thanks for all who have passed through death and reached the fullness of the promised land. We remember in a special way Vernell Brown. We rejoice in their fellowship and their triumph. We offer ourselves, our neighbors and our loved ones to your unfailing love. Our help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.

Celebrant:  Lord God, you have created us for yourself, you have called us into being,
you have offered us your love. We give ourselves, our souls and bodies, and all that we do, to you in love; through our Savior Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Litany in Honor of Women Here and Around the World
One Voice: With holy reverence, we remember irreplaceable women, O God. We honor those who nurtured us and taught us to honor and love you, O God.
Many Voices: May their example of Christian faith help transform us into your image.
One Voice: We honor women who feed the hungry, clothe the unclothed, befriend the lonely, and comfort the comfortless. We bless them for unselfishly loving your people as you love us.
Many Voices: May you continue to meet their needs as they minister to others.
One Voice: We honor women grieving the loss of loved ones.
Many Voices: May you, O God, continue to comfort them with your Word, spoken and blessed. May we learn to encourage them as they have encouraged us.
One Voice: We honor women pregnant with your unborn sons and daughters, O God.
Many Voices: May You shelter them and the children they bear under the shadow of your almighty Presence.
One Voice: We honor our sisters throughout the world who need your spiritual, economic, and physical healing.
Many Voices: May you meet their needs, Holy One, according to your riches in glory, we pray.
One Voice: We honor all the women who have gone before us, named and unnamed.
Many Voices: We give you thanks, O God.
One Voice: We bless those who wept for us, rejoiced with us, wiped our tears, prayed for us, and laughed with us.
Many Voices: We give you thanks, O God.
One Voice: We bless those who undauntedly sacrificed for us.
Many Voices: We give you thanks, O God.
One Voice: We honor all those who stand alongside and for these women. We bless those who encourage them to dream, who bring out the best in them, who help them bear their burdens, and who love them rightly, O God.
All Voices: May You watch over and keep all your people, these women and all who love them, with your care, gracious God. Consecrate this day for your glory. In the name of the Triune God, the one who parents us and creates us, who redeems us, and empowers us forever. Amen.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Discipleship Ministries | Litany in Honor of Women Here and Around… (umcdiscipleship.org)] 


THE PEACE
Celebrant:	Be glad, you righteous, rejoice in the Lord, 
People:	Shout for joy all that are true of heart.
Celebrant:      The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	        And with thy spirit.

Welcome and Announcements
Welcome  & Announcements
Welcome to all who are worshipping at St. Peter’s for the first time. 
It is a delight and a joy to welcome you.
If you are curious and have come to see, Welcome.
If you are hurting and have come for solace. Welcome.
If you are grateful and have come to share. Welcome.
If you are weary and heavily burdened, Welcome.
If you are tired and need respite, Welcome.
If you are seeking and looking for answers, Welcome.
If you are listening and have come to pray, Welcome.
If you want just to be, Welcome.
Whatever reason has brought you to these doors, Welcome.
God loves you and so does this parish community. Welcome.

Offertory Hymn    O Love, how deep, how broad, how high 	    The Hymnal 1982 #448
	
	
	1
	O love, how deep, how broad, how high,

	 
	how passing thought and fantasy,

	 
	that God, the Son of God, should take

	 
	our mortal form for mortals’ sake.

	 

	2
	For us baptized, for us he bore

	 
	his holy fast and hungered sore;

	 
	for us temptations sharp he knew;

	 
	for us the tempter overthrew.

	 

	3
	For us he prayed; for us he taught;

	 
	for us his daily works he wrought:

	 
	by words and signs and actions, thus

	 
	still seeking not himself, but us.

	 

	4
	For us to wicked men betrayed,

	 
	scourged, mocked, in purple robe arrayed,

	 
	he bore the shameful cross and death;

	 
	for us gave up his dying breath.

	 

	5
	For us he rose from death again;

	 
	for us he went on high to reign;

	 
	for us he sent his Spirit here

	 
	to guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

	 

	6
	All glory to our Lord and God

	 
	for love so deep, so high, so broad;

	 
	the Trinity whom we adore

	 
	for ever and for evermore.




	 
	



The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer II

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says

	The Lord be with you.
People		And with thy spirit.
Celebrant	Lift up your hearts.
People		We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant	Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People		It is meet and right so to do.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was in every way tempted as we are, yet did not sin; by whose grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer unto ourselves, but unto him who died for us and rose again. Therefore with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The people kneel or stand.

Then the Celebrant continues.

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and great glory.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly‑beloved Son Jesus Christ.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end.  AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

A period of silence is kept.

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  Therefore let us keep the feast. 

In Lent, Alleluia is omitted and may be omitted at other times except during Easter Season.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, Have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, Have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, Grant us thy peace.
The following prayer may be said. The People may join in saying this prayer

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion Hymn            We’ve Come This Far by Faith 			 LEVAS 208

	
		 
	We’ve come this far by faith,

	 
	Leaning on the Lord;

	 
	Trusting in His holy word,

	 
	He’s never failed me yet.

	 
	O can’t turn around.

	 
	We’ve come this far by faith.

	 

	1
	Don’t be discouraged when trouble’s in your life.

	 
	He’ll bear your burdens and move all misery and strife.

	 
	That’s why . . .

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	2
	Just the other day I heard someone say

	 
	He didn’t believe in God’s word;

	 
	But I can truly sat that God had made a way

	 
	And He never failed me yet.

	 
	That’s why . . .

	 

	 
	Refrain




	 
	


After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

The People may join in saying this prayer

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

The Solemn Prayer

The Celebrant says Bow down before the Lord. 
The people kneel, and the Celebrant says the following prayers 
Grant, Almighty God, that your people may recognize their weakness and put their whole trust in your strength, so that they may rejoice for ever in the protection of your loving providence; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Recessional Hymn	                Lift high the cross                          The Hymnal 1982 #473

	
		
	Lift high the cross,

	 
	the love of Christ proclaim

	 
	till all the world adore

	 
	his sacred Name.

	 

	1
	Led on their way by this triumphant sign,

	 
	the hosts of God in conquering ranks combine.

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	2
	Each new-born servant of the Crucified

	 
	bears on the brow the seal of him who died.

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	3
	O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,

	 
	as thou hast promised, draw the world to thee.

	 

	 
	Refrain

	 

	4
	So shall our song of triumph ever be:

	 
	praise to the Crucified for victory.

	 

	 
	Refrain




	 
	



Celebrant 	This is love, not that we loved God,
People	but that he loved us and sent his Son.
Celebrant   	He is the sacrifice for our sins,
People 	that we might live through him.
Celebrant	If God loves us so much
People 	we ought to love one another.
Celebrant    	 If we love one another
People        	 God lives in us.
Celebrant    	 Let us bless the Lord.
People	Thanks be to God.

Sick and Shut-In
Please remember in our prayers members of our parish as well as family and friends especially:	Alisha, Carol Alexander, Gairy Allison, Kaiyden Bail, Olive Beckford, Jennifer Bennett, Cynthia Blake, Ida Bowen, Ermine Browne, Jennifer Brown, Lurline Brown, Jada Campbell, Rufus Carriman, Camile Cook, Natasha Cunningham, Xiomara Fernandez, Hartley Foster, Linda Foster, Anne Foster, O'Neal Gill, Cleonie Gordon, Frank Grausso, Dahlia Henriques, Pearl, Beatrice Jerome, Floyd Johnson, Kristen Jones,  Shauna Kerr, Norma King,  Felicia Lamothe, Antoinette Lashley, Lena Lyn, Celeste Lora, Jessica Lora, Asima Malik, Nigel McLean, Sydney Miller, Arthur Mills, Ariayah Morgan-Mullet, Kerwayne Probherbs, Kwame Probherbs, Victor Rhodd, Jasmine Robinson, Othniel Robinson, Clive Rodriguez, Luke Rojas, Adassa Samms, Basil Samms, Coleen Shepherd, Rawl Shepherd, Suzette Smith, George Thompson, Louise Todd, Francine Trotman, April Tucker, Eugena Tucker, Devon Watkis Jr, Pauline Watson, Lorna Wilson, and Ian Yankwitt


[image: Women's History Month 2021 - U.S. Embassy & Consulate in Portugal]
As we mark Women’s History Month, we salute and give thanks to God for all women. Your invaluable contribution to humanity and this entire planet has felt lasting impacts. This year’s theme is “Celebrating Women Who Tell Our Stories.” May Almighty God bless and sustain all women. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS for the Week of 03/05/23
On behalf of the Rector, Vestry, and Congregation of St. Peter’s, we extend sincere condolences to Ms. Pamela Michael on the death of her nephew Vernell Brown. May his soul rest in peace. 

Schedule for the week of  March 5th, through March  11th,

Sunday, March 5th,                The Second Sunday in Lent
                                         	 8:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist   
                                                 Woman’s History Presentation – Daughters of St. Peter
                                                 
Monday, March 6th,               Office Closed –	  
                                                 Lenten Forum – Stephen Cottrell’s The Things He Carried 
                                                 8:00 PM followed by Compline – 9 pm 

Tuesday, March 7th,              Evening prayer @ 7:00 PM followed by The Book Club          
                                                We are reading A Promised Land by Barack Obama

Wednesday, March 8th,        Morning prayer, Mass, @ 10:00 AM followed by Bible Study
Jamaica Deanery Lenten service @ 7:30 PM. Saint Alban 
The Martyr, St. Albans. 116-42 Framers Blvd.
Guest Preacher – Rev. Kassinda R.T. Ellis
                                                
Friday, March 10th,              Stations of the Cross –7:30 PM – Virtual/In-person
                                               Followed by Soup and Salad. 
     
Saturday, March 11th, 	The Yvonne Gittens Pantry – 11 am – 1 pm			                                                        
  
Sunday, March  12th,            The Third Sunday in Lent
                                                8:00 am and 10:00 am Holy Eucharist
                                                Reading month = Book Drive Begins –St. Martin De Porres

Lenten Service Schedule -All Services begin at 7:30 pm
·       March 8th - St Alban the Martyr, St. Albans – Preacher - Mother Kassinda Ellis
·       March 15th - St David's, Cambria Heights – Preacher - Canon Ryan Boyce
·       March 22nd - St Peter’s, Rosedale – Preacher - Father Keith Voets
·       March 29th - St Gabriel’s, Hollis – Preacher - Canon Karen Davis-Lawson
The Feast of the Ascension - May 18th – St. Stephen’s Jamaica - Priest in Charge of Grace, Jamaica
The Jamaica Deanery will host its Lenten Retreat/Quiet Day on March 18th, at St. Gabriel’s Hollis from 10 am to 3 pm. Come and be a part of this Lenten spiritual tune-up as we continue to journey with Jesus in the wilderness. 

The Book Club continues on Tuesday evenings after Evening Prayer.  We are reading A Promised Land by Barack Obama. 

The confirmation class started on October 15th, 2022.  Our next Class is scheduled for March 4th, 10:00 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER
PLEDGES TO THE WORK OF THE LORD AT ST. PETER'S CHURCH, 2023
We express our gratitude to parishioners who have pledged for 2023. We have received 74 pledge cards totaling $197, 998, including $56,290 from the Vestry and 7 New Pledges. If you have not made a pledge yet for the Lord's work at St. Peter's Church, Rosedale, for 2023, please do so after prayerful consideration by filling out the pledge card mailed in October and mailing it or placing it in the mail slot at the rectory. 

PICK-UP
The Ready for pick-up: St. Peter’s Calendars and Offering Envelopes for 2023. Please call the office (718) 528-1356 Tuesday-Friday to make an appointment for pick-up. Thank you. 

Our Stewardship/Pledge/Annual Giving campaign has begun. By now, you should have received your commitment cards. In this program year, our theme will embrace More than Enough. It is an opportunity to ponder and reflect on how we have been blessed with enough or, in some instances, more than enough. If we agree when we sing the Doxology, - praise God from whom all blessings flow, often we can be amazed at the generosity of our loving and liberating Creator God. How are we responding? Are we giving out of abundance or giving grudgingly? At St. Peters, our common life depends on your sharing your ’enough’ so we can bless others who need a touch or a lifeline. Commitment Sunday was November 20th. However, it is not too late to consider sharing a tithe of your ‘enough.’ We have been blessed. Let us be blessings to others. 
Making a few small changes can make a big difference in your savings and retirement. For example:
•	Giving up potato chips with lunch could save you $176.80 a year and generate retirement savings of $10,483.62 in twenty years, assuming a 10 percent return.
•	Giving up two doughnuts a week could boost your nest egg by $6,552.26 in two decades. Switch from double lattes with whipped cream to regular coffee, and you could save $429 per year — a whopping $27,028.07 at 10 percent over twenty years.
•	Dropping the potato chips would also eliminate close to 10,000 calories yearly. Skipping the cream cheese on a bagel would toss 54,000 calories a year from your diet and save $117 — or $7,371.29 over a twenty-year investment period.
That’s according to Bryan Olson of the Schwab Center for Investment Research, who gathered the data to stress the proven investment strategy that regular investments, even in small amounts, will make a big difference in savings and retirement.
All the positive steps you take, even the smallest ones, make a significant difference over time.  — Rubel Shelly, “Small Changes Net Big Rewards,” PreachingToday.com[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Larson, Craig Brian, Phyllis Ten Elshof, Illustration #957, Small Changes For Big Results 1001 Illustrations That Connect, Compelling Stories, Stats, and News Items for Preaching, Teaching, and Writing. Michigan, Grand Rapids, Zondervan. 2008, p514-515] 


MARCH
  1	Reading Month
  3      Stations of the Cross – 8:00 PM – Virtual/In-person
  5      Women’s History Presentation - Daughters of St. Peter
10      Stations of the Cross – 8:00 PM - Virtual/In-person
[bookmark: _Hlk114408282]12      Reading Month – Book Drive Begins – St. Martin De Porres	
17      Stations of the Cross – 8:00 PM Virtual/In-person
18     Tax Workshop – Legal Eagles
18      Defensive Driving
19     Pastoral Care Presentation – Aruba’s Independence
20     President’s Day - Feast of St. Joseph – Mass at 10:00 AM
24     Stations of the Cross – 8:00 PM – Virtual/In-person
25     Feast of the Annunciation – Mass -10 AM
26     St. Luke’s Guild Presentation
31.   Stations of the Cross – 8:00 PM – Virtual/In-person

APRIL
 2        Palm Sunday
 3        Holy Monday Mass @ 10:00 AM In-Person     	
 4        Holy Tuesday Mass @ 10:00 AM In-Person
 5	 Holy Wednesday Mass @ 10:00 AM In-Person
 6	 Maundy Thursday service @ 8:00 PM In-Person
 7        Good Friday – Stations of the Cross
 8        Holy Saturday Liturgy
The Great Easter Vigil
 9        Easter Sunday@ 8:00 and 10:00 AM
 Easter Sunday – Easter Egg Hunt
15      Distribution of Books St. Martin De Porres
16      Easter Pageant Sunday School
25      Feast of St. Mark, Evangelist
29      Tea Party Daughters of St. Peter

MAY
 1	St. Philip and St. James Apostles 
 7	Women’s Corporate Communion & Brunch
14       Mother’s Day Brunch – Time TBD
18	Ascension Day Deanery service @ 7:30 PM
20	Community walk		
21	Youth Sunday	
27      Walk-A- Thon – St. Peter’s Man Can Cook 4:00 PM takeout
28	Day of Pentecost – Pentecost Talent Sunday
          Guyana’s anniversary of Independence
29	Memorial Day
31      Visitation of the Blessed Virgin




St. Peter’s Church Rosedale
Staff

Mr. Carl Hampden - Sexton
Mr. Eiichi Shimada - Organist, and Choir Director
Ms. Dianne A. Worley – Parish Administrator
The Very Rev. Steve Foster – Rector

Vestry
Mrs. Phyllis Harris Williams – Warden
Mrs. Yvonne Robinson – Warden
Mrs. Lamarcia Parkin Bascombe – Clerk of the Vestry
Mrs. Karen Mayne Lee – Assistant Treasurer
Mrs. Monica Carrington - Member
Mrs. Gail Adams – Member
Ms. Elaine Henry – Member
Ms. Shadiyah Evans – Member
Mrs. Marcelle Pennycooke – Member
Mrs. Phyllis Nicholas – Member
Mrs. Brenda Innis – Member
Mr. Richard Connell – Treasurer

[image: ]
Church Tel: (718) 528-1356
Rectory: (718) 528-2417
Fax: (718) 341-8635
E-mail Address: office@stpetersrosedale.org
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