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The Feast of The Nativity of Our Lord 
Christmas Day II – 9:00 am
Monday, December 25th, 2023
137-28 244th Street, Rosedale, NY 11422
www.stpetersrosedale.org
Saint Peter’s Church is a place of faith, hope, and love, serving all of God’s people.
The Very Rev. Steve Foster- Rector
The Rev. Fr. Jonathan Mayo - Preacher
Introit Hymn       	 Once in royal David city                         The Hymnal 1940 #236   
  The Celebrant says
 	Blessed Be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People	And Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen
The following is said
Gloria in Excelsis
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day
Celebrant	The Lord be with you. 
People	And also with you. 
Celebrant	Let us pray. 

[bookmark: _Hlk59459019][bookmark: _Hlk55204672]O GOD, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen.

The Readings
[bookmark: _Hlk45568386][bookmark: _Hlk53477910][bookmark: _Hlk55896697][bookmark: _Hlk50453245]First Reading				                         		      Isaiah [62:6-12]   

[bookmark: _Hlk52385034][bookmark: _Hlk46145675]A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
[bookmark: _Hlk59459526]Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night they shall never be silent. You who remind the LORD, take no rest, and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout the earth. The LORD has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm: I will not again give your grain to be food for your enemies, and foreigners shall not drink the wine for which you have labored; but those who garner it shall eat it and praise the LORD, and those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts. Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; build up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples. The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, "See, your salvation comes; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him." They shall be called, "The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD"; and you shall be called, "Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken."

V. The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Silence
[bookmark: _Hlk51873156][bookmark: _Hlk52817869][bookmark: _Hlk51081549][bookmark: _Hlk48309025][bookmark: _Hlk45569035]
THE GRADUAL: Psalm [97]

Antiphon:  To us a child is born; to us a Son is given

      The Lord is King; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of the isles be glad. Clouds 
      and darkness are round about him, righteousness and justice are the foundations of his 
      throne. A fire goes before him and burns up his enemies on every side.
Antiphon:  To us a child is born; to us a Son is given
 
      His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees it and is afraid. The mountains melt
      like wax at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.
      The heavens declare his righteousness, and all the peoples see his glory.
Antiphon:  To us a child is born; to us a Son is given

	  Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! Bow Down 
       before him, all you gods. Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice
       because of your judgments, O Lord. For you are the Lord, most high over all the 
       earth; you are exalted far above all gods.
Antiphon:  To us a child is born; to us a Son is given
 
      The Lord loves those who hate evil; he preserves the lives of his saints and delivers 
       them from the hand of the wicked. Light has sprung up for the righteous, and joyful 
       gladness for those who are truehearted. Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, and give 
       thanks to his holy Name.
Antiphon:  To us a child is born; to us a Son is given

Silence 

THE EPISTLE: A Reading from the Letter to the Titus [3: 4 – 7]   

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

V.	The Word of the Lord.
R.       Thanks be to God.

Silence 

ALLELUIA:
Cantor:	Alleluia
People:	Alleluia
Cantor:	Behold I bring you good news of a great joy. To you is born this day, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
People:	Alleluia
[bookmark: _Hlk59460406]THE HOLY GOSPEL:                                                                       Luke [2:1-20]
V. 	The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According Saint Luke
R.	Glory to you, Lord Christ.
(+) In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

V.	The Gospel of the Lord.  
R. 	Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon						                                    Fr. Jonathan Mayo        

Silent reflection and allow God to speaking to you and through you.
[bookmark: _Hlk37579722]Nicene Creed
All stand.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son 
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
[bookmark: _Hlk51873659]Celebrant: Today, all the ends of the earth see the saving power of God. Through the Virgin’s Son, the Word-made flesh, let us offer our Christmas petitions to God our loving Father. 
Leader: Holy and lowly One, Jesus, Friend and Brother, we rejoice in your coming among us. You come down to life us up. You come as the Light to our darkness: we welcome and adore you. We pray for your church worldwide; may we reveal your saving power and abide in your love. We pray for the church's work among the poor and the outcasts of our world.
King of glory, come to earth. Lift us up into your kingdom.

Prince of Peace, we pray for the peace of Jerusalem, for peace in the Holy Land, for peace among nations and goodwill throughout this world, for the communities to which we belong and the places where we work, that they may know your presence and your peace.
King of glory, come to earth. Lift us up into your kingdom.

Lord, born at Bethlehem, we pray for our families, for all with whom we will share this Christmas time: we rejoice in their love and your love for us all. we remember absent friends and loved ones, all who will be alone this Christmas time.
King of glory, come to earth. Lift us up into your kingdom.

At this time of joy and rejoicing, we remember all who are sad, all whose lives are full of sorrow, fear, or darkness. We pray for all who are in care, in hospital or in a hospice.
We remember those who have no home and will sleep rough this night. We pray especially for friends and loved ones who are ill.
King of glory, come to earth. Lift us up into your kingdom.

We rejoice with all who have entered the fullness of your presence, all who are at peace in your kingdom. We pray for friends and loved ones departed.
King of glory, come to earth. Lift us up into your kingdom.
Silence 

All say the Concluding prayer.
 
Almighty Father, we rejoice in the coming of Christ our Lord. We pray that, as he has taken on our humanity, through your grace and goodness we may share in your divinity, and so partake in the radiance of your glory; through him who came down for us and is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk44000062]Confession of Sin
The Celebrant says
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.”    Mark 12:29-31
The Celebrant then says
Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence.
Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
THE PEACE   
Celebrant   This day heaven comes down, we are one with our God
People        The Word is made flesh and dwells among us.
Celebrant    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People       And also with you.
 
Offertory Sentence
 Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord
Offertory Hymn          Hark! the herald angels sing                     The Hymnal 1940 #27   
Prayer at the Preparation of the Table
Word made flesh, life of the world, in your incarnation you embraced our poverty: by your Spirit may we share in your riches. Amen.
Great Thanksgiving – Eucharistic Prayer B
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says
	 
	The Lord be with you.

	People
	And also with you.

	Celebrant
	Lift up your hearts.

	People
	We lift them to the Lord.

	Celebrant
	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

	People
	It is right to give him thanks and praise.


Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and received power to become your children. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
The people stand or kneel.

Then the Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all, presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the ever Blessed Virgin Mary Most Holy, St. Peter, St. Paul, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
	And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,


Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.
God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.
Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.
The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
Communion Hymns                                     In the bleak midwinter		The Hymnal 1940 #44
 LEVAS  21
			                                  LEVAS 27
Celebrant and People 
[bookmark: _Hlk43970876]Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Blessing 
When he came to us as man, the Son of God scattered the darkness of this world,
and filled this holy night with his glory. May the God of infinite goodness scatter the darkness of sin and brighten your hearts with holiness.  Amen.

God sent his angels to shepherds to herald the great joy of our Savior’s birth. May he fill you with joy and make you heralds of his gospel. Amen. 

When the Word became man, earth was joined to heaven. May he give you his peace and good will, and fellowship with all the heavenly host. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
Recessional Hymn                        Joy to the World                      The Hymnal 1940 #775 
The Word of life which was from the beginning we proclaim to you.
The darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining;
the Word of life which was from the beginning.
That which we heard, which we saw with our eyes, and touched with our own hands,
we proclaim to you.
For our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
The Word of life which was from the beginning we proclaim to you.

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People	Thanks be to God. 

Thank you for your generous contributions toward Christmas Flowers and Decorations that are beautifying our Church, given to the Glory of God in celebration of the Birth of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
On behalf of the Vestry and Congregation of St. Peter’s, I extend to you and your family, a Blessed and Merry Christmas. and a Joyous and Spirit-filled 2024
ANNOUNCEMENTS for the Week of 12/24/23
Schedule for the week of December 25th through December 31st 
	 
Monday, December 25th,         9:00 am Christmas Day – Mass

Tuesday, December 26th,         10:00 am St Stephen Deacon and Martyr - Mass

Wednesday, December 27th, 	 10:00 am   St. John Apostle and Evangelist - Mass 

Thursday, December 28th,        10:00 am Holy Innocents – Mass and Blessing of Toys
	  Sunday School Pizza Party

Saturday, December 30rd,        The Yvonne  Gitten's Pantry Closed
	
Sunday, December 31st,         First Sunday after Christmas Day
                                                8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
                                                10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
	10:00 pm Watch Night and Holy Name - Mass

The Parish’s 2024 Calendar of Events can be obtained from the Usher’s Table. A digital copy will be emailed at the beginning of December. 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER

PLEDGES TO THE WORK OF THE LORD AT ST. PETER'S CHURCH, 2024
 We express our gratitude to parishioners who have pledged for 2024. We have received 44 pledge cards totaling $ 155,107, including $ 53,715 from the Vestry and 2 New Pledges. If you have not made a pledge yet for the Lord's work at St. Peter's Church, Rosedale, for 2024, please do so after prayerful consideration by filling out the pledge card mailed in October and mailing it or placing it in the mail slot at the rectory. 
PICK-UP
The Ready for Pick-up: St. Peter’s Calendars and Offering Envelopes for 2024. Please call the office at (718) 528-1356 Tuesday- Friday to arrange pick-up. Thank you. 

[bookmark: _Hlk150286569]Gifts of Giving 
— Richard J. Foster wrote, “When we give money, we are releasing a little more of our egocentric selves and a little more of our false security. . . .
Giving frees us to care. It produces an air of expectancy as we anticipate what God will lead us to give. It makes life with God an adventure of discovery. We are being used to help make a difference in the world, which is worth living for and giving for.[footnoteRef:1]  How is your/our stewardship? Is it making a difference in the life of the parish? What about the community?  [1:  Larson, Craig Brian, Phyllis Ten Elshof, Illustration 165, Gifts of Giving, (Richard J. Foster, Money, 
Sex and Power (Harper, 1985)) 1001 Illustrations That Connect, Compelling Stories, Stats, and News Items for Preaching, Teaching, and Writing. Michigan, Grand Rapids, Zondervan. 2008, pg100] 


St. Peter’s Church Rosedale Staff
Mr. Carl Hampden - Sexton
Mr. Eiichi Shimada - Organist, and Choir Director
(In transition)– Parish Administrator
The Very Rev. Steve Foster – Rector
The Rt. Rev. Lawrence Provenzano – Bishop of the Diocese of Long Island
The Most Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church

Vestry
Mrs. Phyllis Harris Williams – Warden
Mrs. Yvonne Robinson – Warden
Mrs. Lamarcia Parkin Bascombe – Clerk of the Vestry
Mrs. Karen Mayne Lee – Assistant Treasurer
Mrs. Monica Carrington – Member
Mrs. Gail Adams – Member
Ms. Elaine Henry  - Member
Ms. Shadiyah Evans – Member
Mrs. Marcelle Pennycooke – Member
Mrs. Phyllis Nicholas – Member
Mrs. Brenda Innis – Member
Mr. Richard Connell – Treasurer
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Church Tel: (718) 528-1356
Rectory: (718) 528-2417
Fax: (718) 341-8635
E-mail Address: 
office@stpetersrosedale.org 
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