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The fourth Sunday of Advent, Year b
 Holy Eucharist 
Sunday, December 24th, 2023
137-28 244th Street, Rosedale, NY 11422
www.stpetersrosedale.org
Saint Peter’s Church is a place of faith, hope, and love serving all of God’s people.
The Very Rev. Steve Foster- Rector
Celebrant – The Rev. Jonathan Mayo – 10:00Am

Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church
Mission Statement, Vision Statement, and Core Values
Mission Statement
Saint Peter’s Church is a place of faith, hope, and love serving all of God’s people.
Vision Statement
Saint Peter’s is a lighthouse of Faith, Hope, and God’s Love. Worship, prayer, Christian education, stewardship, fellowship, evangelism, and outreach.
Framing Passage: Ephesians 4:13-16
Until we all reach unity in the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him, the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Core values
Called to grow and live by faith
Being committed to lifelong learning and study translates into putting what we believe into practice through our daily witness, sharing the good news of God in Christ.
Challenged to be hopeful
Being bearers of hope to each other and the surrounding communities urges us to advocate for justice and peace in the spirit of compassion and mercy.
Commissioned to love
Being agents of God’s redemptive and transforming love demands us to see the imprint of Christ on each other’s faces. Thus, respecting the dignity of every human being is paramount. You are welcome wherever you are, in life or on your faith journey. You are loved, affirmed, and respected as a beloved child of God.
Committed to Service
It is committed to serving together to build up the Body of Christ in God’s community.
Introit Hymn  	  O come, O come, Emmanuel                       The Hymnal 1982 #56   
	    [image: Image result for advent candles]
THE FOURTH CANDLE OF ADVENT
READER:	   The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.
RESPONSE: 	In the Advent of God, let the hearts of the people be opened to receive   him.
READER: 	   Let us pray.
All: Thank you God for the joy you give us. We ask that as we wait for all your promises to come true, and for Christ to come again, that you would remain present with us. Help us today, and everyday to worship you, to hear your word, and to do your will by sharing your joy with each other. We ask it in the name of the one who was born in Bethlehem. Amen
A READING FROM ISAIAH 7:14, 18:16
Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, a young woman shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Emmanuel. (That is God with us). Bind up this testimony, and seal the teaching among my disciples.

ALL:	 O woman of woman how may this come to pass, for neither before you was not anyone seen like you, nor shall there be after you.

READER:	 LET US BLESS THE LORD.

RESPONSE:   THANKS BE TO GOD!!!!

THE FOURTH CANDLE IS LIT	 THE SHEPHERD’S CANDLE            IS NOW LIT

				      Together with the three previous candles.

		HE WILL BE GREAT			   HE WILL BE EMMANUEL

The Altar Party reverences the Altar, and the Celebrant continues

 The Celebrant says
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.”    Mark 12:29-31
The Celebrant then says
Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence.
Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
Collect of the Day
Celebrant	The Lord be with you. 
People	And also with you. 
Celebrant	Let us pray. 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk55204672]The Readings
[bookmark: _Hlk45568386][bookmark: _Hlk53477910][bookmark: _Hlk50453245]A Reading from the Second Book of the Prophet Samuel [7:1-11,16]
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.” But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Whenever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.    
 
V. The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

THE GRADUAL: Psalm [89:1-4,19-26]

Antiphon: I have found David my servant with my holy oil have I anointed him.

        Your love, O Lord, for ever will I sing; from age to age my mouth will proclaim your 
         faithfulness. For I am persuaded that your love is established for ever; You have set 
         your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 
         I have sworn an oath to David my servant:
Antiphon: I have found David my servant with my holy oil have I anointed him.

         I will establish your line for ever, and preserve your throne for all generations You 
         spoke once in a vision and said to your faithful people: I have set the crown upon a 
         warrior and have exalted one chosen out of the people. I have found David my 
         servant; with my holy oil have I anointed him.
Antiphon: I have found David my servant with my holy oil have I anointed him.

        My hand will hold him fast and my arm will make him strong. No enemy shall deceive 
        him, nor any wicked man bring him down. I will crush his foes before him and strike 
        down those who hate him.
Antiphon: I have found David my servant with my holy oil have I anointed him.

        My faithfulness and love shall be with him, and he shall be victorious through my 
        Name. I shall make his dominion extend from the Great Sea to the River. He will say 
        to me, ‘You are my Father, my God, and the rock of my salvation.
Antiphon: I have found David my servant with my holy oil have I anointed him.

THE EPISTLE: A Reading from the Letter of the Blessed Apostle Paul to the  
                            Romans [16:25-27]

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith – to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever!  Amen.

V.  	The Word of the Lord.
R.   	Thanks be to God.

THE ALLELUIA:

Cantor:  Alleluia
People:   Alleluia
Cantor:  Then Mary said: “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me   
	     according to your word.”
People:   Alleluia
THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke [1:26-38]
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Saint Luke. 
R. Glory to you, Lord Christ.

(+)In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one!  The Lord is with you.”  But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”  The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”  Then the angel departed from her.
V. The Gospel of the Lord.
R.	Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon						               The Very Rev. Steve L. Foster




Silence and listen for God speaking to you.
[bookmark: _Hlk37579722]Nicene Creed
All stand.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son 
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
[bookmark: _Hlk51873659]

Celebrant: If “nothing is impossible to God,” with confidence, we can make our prayers for this world through the powerful intercession of Mary, a model of faith and hope. 
Leader:   Lord our God, we give you thanks and rejoice in the great love that you have for us: we rejoice in your presence and in your peace. We pray for your whole church as it prepares for the Christmas season. May it encourage people to come before you in joy and in celebration. Bless all who preach and all who teach the faith: may this show the joy of knowing you and your love. We pray today for all who are burdened with guilt or living only by the law. 
Silence 
God, ever-present, reveal yourself in peace and joy. 
We give thanks for places of relaxation and refreshment. We pray for all who help us to enjoy life and live in peace. Remember in your presence all who are overworked or heavily burdened. We remember all who are deeply in debt or who feel that they cannot cope with life. We ask your blessing upon all who are finding life hard or who are lonely. 
Silence 
God, ever-present, reveal yourself in peace and joy. 
We give thanks for our homes and our loved ones. Bless our families and our friends with an awareness of you and your love. We pray for all who suffer from broken homes or homes where there is little joy or where there is violence or abuse.
Silence 
God, ever-present, reveal yourself in peace and joy. 
We seek your blessing open all who are oppressed or depressed, open all whose lives are filled with sorrow or pain. Remember those who are battling with a long-term illness and those who feel they are losing mobility or agility. We remember in your presence all who are struggling at this time. 
Silence 
God, ever-present, reveal yourself in peace and joy. 
We give thanks for the gift of life and for life eternal. We pray for loved ones departed and for all who have entered the joy of your Kingdom. 
Silence 
God, ever-present, reveal yourself in peace and joy. 
Celebrant: God our Father, as Christmas draws near, we bring these prayers before you, assisted by blessed Mary, ever-virgin, your faithful handmaid, the Mother of your Son, who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
Prayers for birthdays, Travelling, or Anniversaries. 

[bookmark: _Hlk44000062]Peace
Celebrant:	The Holy One comes to you in peace and love,
	that you may increase and abound in love.
	The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
	and also with you.

Offertory Sentence – Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 
Offertory Hymn   The angel Gabriel from heaven came                The Hymnal 1982 #265
The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says
Prayer at the Preparation of the Table
As the grain once scattered in the fields and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside
are now united on this table in bread and wine, so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together from the corners of the earth into your kingdom. Blessed be God forever. Amen

Great Thanksgiving – Eucharistic Prayer A
The people remain standing.
Celebrant	The Lord be with you. 
People	And also with you. 
Celebrant	Lift up your hearts. 
People	We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People	It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant continues
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because You sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
The people stand or kneel.

The Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
 At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
 Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN
	And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,


Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

A period of silence is kept.

Whoever eats this bread will live forever.
 Whoever eats this bread will live forever.
 This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. 
Whoever eats this bread will live forever
Whoever believes in me shall not hunger or thirst, for the bread which I give for the life of the world is my flesh. 
Whoever eats this bread will live forever.
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Communion Hymn                Oh! What a beautiful city		LEVAS 10  
Great Day! 					LEVAS 5   
				We’re marching to Zion 			LEVAS 12

 After Communion, the Celebrant says Let us pray.
Celebrant and People 
[bookmark: _Hlk43970876]Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
Welcome  & Announcements
Welcome to all who are worshipping at St. Peter’s for the first time. 
It is a delight and a joy to welcome you.
If you are curious and have come to see, Welcome.
If you are hurting and have come for solace. Welcome.
If you are grateful and have come to share. Welcome.
If you are weary and heavily burdened, Welcome.
If you are tired and need respite, Welcome.
If you are seeking and looking for answers, Welcome.
If you are listening and have come to pray, Welcome.
If you want to be, Welcome.
Whatever reason has brought you to these doors, Welcome.
God loves you, and so does this parish community. Welcome.

[bookmark: _Hlk57632715]The Blessing 

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen. 
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen. 
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen. 
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Recessional                  Savior of the nations, come!		The Hymnal 1982 #54   
The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness
and put on the armour of light. Come, O Lord, comfort the soul of your servant.
Even so, Lord, come.

O Lord Jesus Christ, come at evening time, with light,

and in the morning, with your glory, to guide our feet into the way of peace.

He who receives our prayers says: Surely I come quickly. I am the root and offspring of David, I am the bright and morning star.  Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People	Thanks be to God. 

[bookmark: _Hlk153880918]ANNOUNCEMENTS for the Week of 12/24/23
Sick and Shut-In
Please remember in our prayers members of our Parish as well as family and friends especially: 
Alisha, Carol Alexander, Kaiyden Bail, Jennifer Bennett, Cynthia Blake, Ida Bowen, Allan Bradshaw, Ermine Browne, Jennifer Brown, Lurline Brown, Jada Campbell, Rufus Carriman, Sheila Carvalho, Camile Cook, Natasha Cunningham, Xiomara Fernandez, Dorson Foster, Hartley Foster, Linda Foster, Anne Foster, Sandra George, O'Neal Gill, Cleonie Gordon, Frank Grausso, George Hamblin, Sheila Harris, Dahlia Henriques, Aldean Hinds, Pearl, Beatrice Jerome, Floyd Johnson, Kristen Jones,  Shauna Kerr, Norma King,  Felicia Lamothe, Antoinette Lashley, Lena Lyn, Celeste Lora, Jessica Lora, Asima Malik, Anthony McClean, Joan McClean, Nigel McLean, Ruth McFarlane, Craig Merritt, Sydney Miller, Arthur Mills, Ariayah Morgan-Mullet, Kerwayne Probherbs, Victor Rhodd, Jasmine Robinson, Clive Rodriguez, Luke Rojas, Adassa Samms, Basil Samms, Coleen Shepherd, Rawl Shepherd, Toshio Shimada, Suzette Smith, George Thompson, Louise Todd, Francine Trotman, April Tucker, Eugena Tucker, Devon Watkis Jr, Jacqueline Watkis, Pauline Watson, Lorna Wilson, Pamela Michael, June Smith, Phyllis Taffe, Julia Maynard, Kouame Paul Alloko, Aya Kouakou, Ian Yankwitt and Garey McKenzie

Schedule for the week of December 24th through December 31st 
Sunday, December 24th,         The Fourth Sunday of Advent
                                                8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
                                                10:00 am Holy Eucharist – Decorating the Church
	10:00 pm Christmas Eve - Mass
	 
Monday, December 25th,         9:00 am Christmas Day – Mass

Tuesday, December 26th,         10:00 am St Stephen Deacon and Martyr - Mass

Wednesday, December 27th, 	 10:00 am   St. John Apostle and Evangelist - Mass 

Thursday, December 28th,        10:00 am Holy Innocents – Mass and Blessing of Toys
	  Sunday School Pizza Party

Saturday, December 30rd,        The Yvonne  Gitten's Pantry Closed
	
Sunday, December 31st,         First Sunday after Christmas Day
                                                8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
                                                10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
	10:00 pm Watch Night and Holy Name - Mass

The Parish’s 2024 Calendar of Events can be obtained from the Usher’s Table. A digital copy will be emailed at the beginning of December. 

The Yvonne Gittens Pantry will re-open on January 20th. Thank you for your support and patronage during the year. We look forward to serving God’s people in our community. If you are available to assist in any way possible, whether financially, lifting a box, sorting the supplies, or assisting with distribution to our guests, it will be greatly appreciated. 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER

PLEDGES TO THE WORK OF THE LORD AT ST. PETER'S CHURCH, 2024
 We express our gratitude to parishioners who have pledged for 2024. We have received 44 pledge cards totaling $ 155,107, including $ 53,715 from the Vestry and 2 New Pledges. If you have not made a pledge yet for the Lord's work at St. Peter's Church, Rosedale, for 2024, please do so after prayerful consideration by filling out the pledge card mailed in October and mailing it or placing it in the mail slot at the rectory. 
PICK-UP
The Ready for Pick-up: St. Peter’s Calendars and Offering Envelopes for 2024. Please call the office at (718) 528-1356 Tuesday- Friday to arrange pick-up. Thank you. 

[bookmark: _Hlk150286569]Gifts of Giving 
— Richard J. Foster wrote, “When we give money, we are releasing a little more of our egocentric selves and a little more of our false security. . . .
Giving frees us to care. It produces an air of expectancy as we anticipate what God will lead us to give. It makes life with God an adventure of discovery. We are being used to help make a difference in the world, which is worth living for and giving for.[footnoteRef:1]  How is your/our stewardship? Is it making a difference in the life of the parish? What about the community?  [1:  Larson, Craig Brian, Phyllis Ten Elshof, Illustration 165, Gifts of Giving, (Richard J. Foster, Money, 
Sex and Power (Harper, 1985)) 1001 Illustrations That Connect, Compelling Stories, Stats, and News Items for Preaching, Teaching, and Writing. Michigan, Grand Rapids, Zondervan. 2008, pg100] 


                                                 
[image: ]
CONTEMPLATION

-We come into the silence to get more Light, Life, and Love-

“Holy God, Infinite Mystery, source of all life and light and love, let me walk with you in my daily life, let me come toward you in my prayer, let me know you in your holy world, let me receive you at your altar, and let me live only in you both now and always.”


	Contemplation of Christ does not mean an emotional sort of pious daydream; it means entering by a deliberate, self-oblivious, and humble attention into the tremendous mysteries of His Life-mysteries which each give us some deep truth about the life and Will of God and the power and vocation of a soul that is given to God-mysteries which each one of us in particular is called to make part of our very lives. They will break up, into colours we can deal with, that white light of God’s Holiness at which we cannot look.
	You know sometimes how one goes to see a church which one is told has magnificent windows-and see from outside they all look alike – dull, thick, grubby. We probably say, “Well! It is obvious there is good glass here but we cannot realize it.hen we open the door and go inside – leave the outer world, enter the inner world – and the universal light floods through the windows and bathes us in their colour and beauty and significance, shows us things of which we had never dreamed, a loveliness that lies beyond the fringe of speech. And so in the same way we cannot realize God and all our Lord’s lovely meaning as a revelation of God and His eternal Truth and Beauty, from outside. One constantly hears people commenting on Christianity from outside and missing the point every time. They are on the wrong side of the wall. How important then it is for us to be familiar with the inner vision. It is from within the place of prayer, recollection, worship and love, where the altar is, where the sacrifice is made, where we are all bound together in a life of communion and self-giving to God, that we fully and truly receive the revelation which is made through Christ. Then we see the different acts and stages of His life like a series of windows through which streams into our souls the pure light of God, mediated to us in a way we can bear: Eternity and Reality given to us in human terms. To re-enter that Cathedral, receive a fresh gift from its inexhaustible beauty, see through those windows more and more of the light of God, that is the secret of meditation. Julian says at the end of her Revelations that what she has received from her vision of Christ was “Light, Life and Love”; everything was gathered in that; an energy to show us the Truth, quicken us to fresh vitality and fill us with adoring devotion. What a contrast to our stodgy, vague, twilight inner life! We come into the silence to get more Light, Life and Love. We come to contemplate our Christian treasure from inside.

-Advent with Evelyn Underhill


St. Peter’s Church Rosedale
Staff
Mr. Carl Hampden - Sexton
Mr. Eiichi Shimada - Organist, and Choir Director
(In transition)– Parish Administrator
The Very Rev. Steve Foster – Rector
The Rt. Rev. Lawrence Provenzano – Bishop of the Diocese of Long Island
The Most Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church

Vestry
Mrs. Phyllis Harris Williams – Warden
Mrs. Yvonne Robinson – Warden
Mrs. Lamarcia Parkin Bascombe – Clerk of the Vestry
Mrs. Karen Mayne Lee – Assistant Treasurer
Mrs. Monica Carrington – Member
Mrs. Gail Adams – Member
Ms. Elaine Henry  - Member
Ms. Shadiyah Evans – Member
Mrs. Marcelle Pennycooke – Member
Mrs. Phyllis Nicholas – Member
Mrs. Brenda Innis – Member
Mr. Richard Connell – Treasurer
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Church Tel: (718) 528-1356
Rectory: (718) 528-2417
Fax: (718) 341-8635
E-mail Address: 
office@stpetersrosedale.org 
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