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Mission Statement, Vision Statement, and Core Values
Mission Statement
Saint Peter’s Church is a place of faith, hope, and love serving all of God’s people.
Vision Statement
Saint Peter’s is a lighthouse of Faith, Hope, and God’s Love. Worship, prayer, Christian education, stewardship, fellowship, evangelism, and outreach.
Framing Passage: Ephesians 4:13-16
Until we all reach unity in the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him, the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Core values
Called to grow and live by faith
Being committed to lifelong learning and study translates into putting what we believe into practice through our daily witness, sharing the good news of God in Christ.
Challenged to be hopeful
Being bearers of hope to each other and the surrounding communities urges us to advocate for justice and peace in the spirit of compassion and mercy.
Commissioned to love
Being agents of God’s redemptive and transforming love demands us to see the imprint of Christ on each other’s faces. Thus, respecting the dignity of every human being is paramount. You are welcome wherever you are, in life or on your faith journey. You are loved, affirmed, and respected as a beloved child of God.
Committed to Service
It is committed to serving together to build up the Body of Christ in God’s community.
The Great Litany
The Liturgy begins with the Great Litany on page 148 in the Book of Common Prayer. The Celebrant says 
O God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth, 
Have mercy upon us.

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
Have mercy upon us.

O God the Holy Spirit, Sanctifier of the faithful,
Have mercy upon us.

O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, one God,
Have mercy upon us.
Remember not, Lord Christ, our offenses, nor the offenses of our forefathers; neither reward us according to our sins. Spare us, good Lord, spare thy people, whom thou hast
redeemed with thy most precious blood, and by thy mercy preserve us, for ever.
Spare us, good Lord.
From all evil and wickedness; from sin; from the crafts and assaults of the devil; and from everlasting damnation, Good Lord, deliver us.
From all blindness of heart; from pride, vainglory, and hypocrisy; from envy, hatred, and malice; and from all want of charity, Good Lord, deliver us.
From all inordinate and sinful affections; and from all the deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil, Good Lord, deliver us.
From all false doctrine, heresy, and schism; from hardness of heart, and contempt of thy Word and commandment, Good Lord, deliver us.
From lightning and tempest; from earthquake, fire, and flood; from plague, pestilence, and famine, Good Lord, deliver us.
From all oppression, conspiracy, and rebellion; from violence, battle, and murder; and from dying suddenly and unprepared, Good Lord, deliver us.
By the mystery of thy holy Incarnation; by thy holy Nativity and submission to the Law; by thy Baptism, Fasting, and Temptation, Good Lord, deliver us.
By thine Agony and Bloody Sweat; by thy Cross and Passion; by thy precious Death and Burial; by thy glorious Resurrection and Ascension; and by the Coming of the Holy Ghost, Good Lord, deliver us.
In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death, and in the day of judgment, Good Lord, deliver us.
We sinners do beseech thee to hear us, O Lord God; and that it may please thee to rule and govern thy holy Church Universal in the right way, We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to illumine all bishops, priests, and deacons, with true knowledge and understanding of thy Word; and that both by their preaching and living, they may
set it forth, and show it accordingly, We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to bless and keep all thy people, We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to send forth laborers into thy harvest, and to draw all mankind into thy kingdom, We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to give to all people increase of grace to hear and receive thy Word, and to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to bring into the way of truth all such as have erred, and are deceived, We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to give us a heart to love and fear thee, and diligently to live after thy commandments, We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee so to rule the hearts of thy servants, Joseph, the President of the United States, and all others in authority, that they may do justice, and love mercy,
and walk in the ways of truth; we beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to make wars to cease in all the world; to give to all nations unity, peace, and concord; and to bestow freedom upon all peoples, We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to show thy pity upon all prisoners and captives, the homeless and the hungry, and all who are desolate and oppressed. We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to give and preserve to our use the bountiful fruits of the earth, so that in due time all may enjoy them, We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to inspire us, in our several callings, to do the work which thou givest us to do with singleness of heart as thy servants, and for the common good,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to preserve all who are in danger by reason of their labor or their travel, We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to preserve, and provide for, all women in childbirth, young children and orphans, the widowed, and all whose homes are broken or torn by strife, We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to visit the lonely; to strengthen all who suffer in mind, body, and spirit; and to comfort with thy presence those who are failing and infirm, We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to support, help, and comfort all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation, We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to have mercy upon all mankind, We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to give us true repentance; to forgive us all our sins, negligences, and ignorances; and to endue us with the grace of thy Holy Spirit to amend our lives
according to thy holy Word, We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to turn their hearts, We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to strengthen such as do stand; to comfort and help the weak-hearted; to raise up those who fall; and finally to beat down Satan under our feet,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to grant to all the faithful departed eternal life and peace, We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to grant that, in the fellowship of the Blessed Virgin Mary Most Holy, Blessed Saint Peter, Blessed Saint Paul and all the saints, we may attain to thy
heavenly kingdom, We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
Son of God, we beseech thee to hear us.
Son of God, we beseech thee to hear us.
O Christ, hear us. O Christ, hear us.
	Lord, have mercy upon us.
	
	

	Christ, have mercy upon us.
	
	

	Lord, have mercy upon us.
	
	


Let us pray.
Almighty God, who hast promised to hear the petitions of those who ask in thy Son's Name: We beseech thee mercifully to incline thine ear to us who have now made our prayers and supplications unto thee; and grant that those things which we have asked faithfully according to thy will, may be obtained effectually, to the relief of our necessity, and to the setting forth of thy glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Introit Hymn 		The glory of these forty days	    The Hymnal 1982 #143

Celebrant        Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins.
People	         His mercy endureth for ever.

The Celebrant says the following sentences.

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. Matthew 22:37‑40

The Celebrant then says

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

Silence may be kept.

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts; we have offended against thy holy laws, we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, spare thou those who confess their faults, restore thou those who are penitent, according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

The Celebrant stands and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.
The Collect of the Day

The Celebrant says to the people

Celebrant     The Lord be with you.
People	      And with thy spirit.
Celebrant     Let us pray.

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted of Satan: Make speed to help thy servants who are assaulted by manifold temptations; and, as thou knowest their several infirmities, let each one find thee mighty to save; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Readings
First Reading								Genesis [9:8-17]
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Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark.  I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”  God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.  When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”  God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

V. The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

THE GRADUAL: Psalm [25:1-9]

Antiphon:  Your paths, O Lord, are love and faithfulness,
                   to those who keep your covenant.

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me Let none who look to you be put to shame; let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.
Antiphon: Your paths, O Lord, are love and faithfulness,
                   to those who keep your covenant.
	
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O lord.
Antiphon: Your paths, O Lord, are love and faithfulness,
                   to those who keep your covenant.

Gracious and upright is the Lord; therefore he teaches sinners in his way. He guides the humble in doing right and teaches his way to the lowly. All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
Antiphon: Your paths, O Lord, are love and faithfulness,
                   to those who keep your covenant.

Second Reading			                           			1 Peter [3:18-22]

THE EPISTLE: A Reading from the First Letter of Peter

Christ suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you – not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

V. The Word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

Silence 
THE TRACT: Psalm [91]
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, abides under the shadow of the Almighty.
He shall say to the Lord, “You are my refuge and my stronghold, my God in whom I put my trust.”
He shall deliver you from the snare of the hunter and from the deadly pestilence.
He shall cover you with his pinions, and you shall find refuge under his wings; his faithfulness shall be a shield and buckler.
For he shall give his angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways.
They shall bear you in their hands, lest you dash your foot against a stone.

[bookmark: _Hlk59460406]THE HOLY GOSPEL:                                                                                Mark [1:9-15]
V. 	The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Saint Mark
R.	Glory to you, Lord Christ.

(+) In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.  And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God has come near, repent, and believe in the good news.”

V.	The Gospel of the Lord.  		
R. 	Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon						                                       Fr. Steve Foster        

Silent reflection and allow God to speak to and through you.











The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible; And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only‑begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made;  who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped        and glorified; who spake by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Celebrant: Our Savior calls us to repent and believe the Good News. Let us pray that we will keep the covenant of our baptism in this season of grace..

Leader: As we begin this season of Lent, let us move off into the desert to communicate 
  with our God.

Lord God, we come with all our muddled priorities, and conflicting agendas, to be made whole as the Body of Christ; to renounce evil and equipped to announce the kingdom of peace. We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury and leader of the Anglican Communion; Michael, our Presiding Bishop and Primate, Lawrence our Bishop Diocesan; Geralyn, Daniel, and William, our bishops; our Clergy; Dennison, Keith, Ryan, Karen, Frederick, Rudolph, Joshua, Fred, Bernice, Ephraim, Bernard, Mastine, Lloyd and Darryl, Charles, and Steve, the Jamaica Deanery and the congregation of St. Peter’s.
Silence

With our God:  all things are possible.

Lord God, we come with the world’s clamor ringing in our ears, with comfort zones beckoning us, but the pain of injustice refusing to be shut out. We come for the world’s healing, and for an end to all lying and deceit. We pray for Joseph, the President of the United States, Kamala, the Vice President, the Senate and Congress, Kathy, the Governor of New York, Eric, the Mayor of New York City, Donovan, the Borough President of Queens, and all other elected officials and the Rosedale Civic Association.
Silence

With our God:  all things are possible.

Lord God, we come with the demands of home, family, work and expectations warring in us for space and attention. We come on behalf of those too busy or too exhausted to pray; that our daily lives may be washed in your peace, ordered in holiness and lit up with your joy.
Silence

With our God:  all things are possible.

Lord God, we come with the needs and sorrows, pain and suffering of our brothers and sisters all over the world, who are aching – physically, emotionally, or spiritually; we come to ask your comfort and healing love.
Silence

With our God:  all things are possible.

Lord God, we come to realign our lives in the context of your eternity, and to commend to your love our own loved ones who have passed through earthly death to the life which has no ending. We remember in a special way Dennis, Earl, Robert and Jahmare, may their souls rest in peace. 
Silence

With our God:  all things are possible.

Lord God, we come with thankfulness for the gift of life, and for the call to holiness. Give us the grace to respond to your calling.

Celebrant: We come before you, Father, confident that you hear us, through the new and eternal covenant of your beloved Son, who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

The Celebrant then say one or more of the following sentences, first saying

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. Matthew 11:28

God so loved the world, that he gave his only‑begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  John 3:16

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world.  1 John 2:1‑2

THE PEACE
Celebrant:	Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
People:	who has given us access to his grace.
Celebrant:      The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	        And with thy spirit.

Offertory Hymn	      The sinless one came to the Jordan         The Hymnal 1982 #120
										(Omit sts. 6)
Prayers at the Preparation of the Table
God of mercy and compassion, your Word calls us home to faith and love. accept all we offer you this day; in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer II

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says

	The Lord be with you.
People		And with thy spirit.
Celebrant	Lift up your hearts.
People		We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant	Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People		It is meet and right so to do.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was in every way tempted as we are, yet did not sin; by whose grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer unto ourselves, but unto him who died for us and rose again. Therefore with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

The people kneel or stand.

Then the Celebrant continues.

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and great glory.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly‑beloved Son Jesus Christ.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end.  AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

A period of silence is kept.

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  Therefore let us keep the feast. 

In Lent, Alleluia is omitted and may be omitted at other times except during Easter Season.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, Have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, Have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, Grant us thy peace.
The following prayer may be said. The People may join in saying this prayer

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion Hymn 	Tempted and tried, we’re oft made to wonder	 LEVAS 187 
				Yield not to temptation				 LEVAS 170
				We are often tossed and driv’n			 LEVAS 207

After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

The People may join in saying this prayer

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.


Welcome  & Announcements
Welcome to all who are worshipping at St. Peter’s for the first time. 
It is a delight and a joy to welcome you.
If you are curious and have come to see, Welcome.
If you are hurting and have come for solace. Welcome.
If you are grateful and have come to share. Welcome.
If you are weary and heavily burdened, Welcome.
If you are tired and need respite, Welcome.
If you are seeking and looking for answers, Welcome.
If you are listening and have come to pray, Welcome.
If you want just to be, Welcome.
Whatever reason has brought you to these doors, Welcome.
God loves you and so does this parish community. Welcome.

The Solemn Prayer

The Celebrant says Bow down before the Lord. 
The people kneel, and the Celebrant says the following prayers 
Grant, Almighty God, that your people may recognize their weakness and put their whole trust in your strength, so that they may rejoice for ever in the protection of your loving providence; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Recessional Hymn	    O love, how deep, how broad, how high   The Hymnal 1982 #448

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
O my God, in you I trust.
You are the God of my salvation;
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
In you I hope all the day long.
O my God, in you I trust.
Remember, Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; O my God, in you I trust.

Celebrant     Let us bless the Lord.
People	      Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS for the Week of 2/18/24
Sick and Shut-In
Please remember in our prayers members of our Parish as well as family and friends especially: 
Alisha, Carol Alexander, Kouame Paul Alloko, Kaiyden Bail, Jennifer Bennett, Cynthia Blake, Ida Bowen, Allan Bradshaw, Ermine Browne, Jennifer Brown, Lurline Brown, Jada Campbell, Rufus Carriman, Sheila Carvalho, Camile Cook, Natasha Cunningham, Xiomara Fernandez, Dorson Foster, Hartley Foster, Linda Foster, Anne Foster, Luanne Frederick-Lohier, Sandra George, O'Neal Gill, Cleonie Gordon, Frank Grausso, George Hamblin, Reynerd Harris, Sheila Harris, Dahlia Henriques, Aldean Hinds, Pearl, Beatrice Jerome, Floyd Johnson, Shauna Kerr, Norma King, Aya Kouakou, Felicia Lamothe, Antoinette Lashley, Lena Lyn, Celeste Lora, Jessica Lora, Asima Malik, Anthony McClean, Joan McClean, Nigel McLean, Roseann McClean, Garey McKenzie, Craig Merritt, Sydney Miller, Arthur Mills, Ariayah Morgan-Mullet, Kerwayne Probherbs, Victor Rhodd, Jasmine Robinson, Clive Rodriguez, Luke Rojas, Adassa Samms, Basil Samms, Coleen Shepherd, Rawl Shepherd, Toshio Shimada, Suzette Smith, George Thompson, Louise Todd, Francine Trotman, April Tucker, Eugena Tucker, Devon Watkis Jr, Jacqueline Watkis, Pauline Watson, Lorna Wilson, Pamela Michael, June Smith, Phyllis Taffe, Julia Maynard, Ian Yankwitt

Schedule for the week of February 18th through February 25th 
Sunday, February 18th,        	The First Sunday in Lent
                                                8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
                                                10:00 am Holy Eucharist
	Vestry Black History Month Presentation
	 
Monday, February 19th,          Office Closed
	9:00 pm – Compline

Tuesday, February 20th, 	7:00 pm Evening Prayer
	Book Club – Godforsaken, The Cross – The Greatest Hope of All 

Wednesday, February 21st,   	9:30 am Morning Prayer
	10:00 am Mass followed by Bible Study
	7:30 pm  - Jamaica Deanery Service – Grace Church, Jamaica

Friday, February 23rd,   	7:30 pm – Stations of the Cross  

Saturday, February 24th,   	10 am  Feast of St. Matthias – Mass 
	11:00 am – 1:00 pm  Yvonne Gittens Pantry
	
Sunday, February 25th,        	The Second Sunday in Lent
                                                8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
                                                10:00 am Holy Eucharist
Black History Presentation – Youth Group/Praise Dancers
          				African Attire Sunday

Lenten Deanery Service Schedule -All Services begin at 7:30 pm
·       Feb. 21st - Grace Church, Jamaica- Preacher – Fr. Vergara
·       Feb. 28th - St Alban the Martyr, St. Albans – Preacher – Canon Walker
·       March 6th - St David's, Cambria Heights – Preacher – Fr. Foster
·       March 13th - St. Stephen’s Jamaica – Preacher - Fr Voets
·       March 20th - St Gabriel’s, Hollis – Preacher – Fr. Anthony
        March 27th – Holy Wednesday – St. Peter’s Rosedale 

The Yvonne Gittens Pantry has re-opened. Thank you for your support and patronage during the year. We look forward to serving God’s people in our community. If you are available to assist in any way possible, whether financially, lifting a box, sorting the supplies, or assisting with distribution to our guests, it will be greatly appreciated. 

Parishioners who are desirous or feel called to serve at the Altar as an Acolyte, Lector, Lay Eucharistic Minister, or Usher, please speak with Fr. Foster. There is no age limit. Everyone is young at heart and willing to serve the Lord. 

As we prepare for the Lenten season, which is a month away, I invite you to purchase Amazon Godforsaken: The Cross - the Greatest Hope of All which is a month away, I invite you to purchase through Amazon, Godforsaken: The Cross - the greatest hope of All by Stephen Cottrell. There are paperback and hardback copies. Please see the link below. Godforsaken: The Cross - the greatest hope of all: Cottrell, Stephen: 9781399805247: Amazon.com: Books

Copies of Living Well Through Lent 2024 by Living Compass will be available at the beginning of February. This primer will serve as a guide to walk with you through your Lenten journey. Please pick up your copy at the Usher’s table. 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER

PLEDGES TO THE WORK OF THE LORD AT ST. PETER'S CHURCH, 2024
[bookmark: _Hlk154607739]We express our gratitude to parishioners who have pledged for 2024. We have received 72 pledge cards totaling $ 271,328, including $ 60,460 from the Vestry and 7 New Pledges. The average pledge is $3,018.  If you have not made a pledge yet for the Lord's work at St. Peter's Church, Rosedale, for 2024, please do so after prayerful consideration by filling out the pledge card mailed in October and mailing it or placing it in the mail slot at the rectory. 

PICK-UP
The Ready for Pick-up: St. Peter’s Calendars and Offering Envelopes for 2024. Please call the office at (718) 528-1356 Tuesday- Friday to arrange pick-up. Thank you. 


[bookmark: _Hlk150286569]Gifts of Giving 
According to The Associated Press, in the summer of 1996, a man named Joe from Janesville, Wisconsin, received a check from the Social Security Administration for S40,945. Though entitled to the money, Joe was not supposed to receive that check directly. Rather, the check was supposed to go to him through a responsible payee. That's because Joe has an IQ of about 70 and suffers from manic depression. Although he had worked some menial jobs here and there, he was unemployed and mildly handicapped. Joe also had a gambling problem. As you might guess, that was his undoing. Whenever Joe felt down, he told his live-in girlfriend he was going on an errand, and he would end up being gone for days on a gambling binge at the casino in Baraboo. Joe often felt down and saw the money didn't last long. In a few weeks, he had blown all of the $40,000.  This isn't the way Joe had planned to spend the money. He had planned to buy a house and provide for his three children. Instead, he blew a great opportunity to get ahead. In the end, he blamed the Social Security Administration. The government won't be giving any more money directly to Joe. Those who can't manage money cannot expect to be given even more. The same principle applies to us all. God entrusts what is valuable to those who prove their ability to manage it.[footnoteRef:1] Unlike Joe, what are your priorities with your money? How do you manage this valuable resource entrusted to you? Is giving God a tithe or 10%, whether gross or net, a priority?  [1:  Larson, Craig Brian, and Leadership Journal; #448, Money, 750 Engaging Illustration for Preachers, Teachers, and Writers, Michigan, Grand Rapids, Baker Books, 2007, pg360] 


FEBRUARY – Black History Month
18	First Sunday in Lent - Vestry Black History Month Presentation
19      President’s Day 
23	Ecumenical Stations of the Cross 7:30 pm Virtual/In-person
24	Feast of St. Matthias – Mass 10 am
25	Black History Presentation – Youth Group/Praise Dancers
          African Attire Sunday

MARCH  -Women’s History Month
  1      Rosedale Ecumenical Joint Stations of the Cross – 7:30 PM – Virtual/In-person
  3      Women’s History Presentation - Daughters of St. Peter
[bookmark: _Hlk114408282]	Reading Month – Book Drive Begins – St. Martin De Porres
  8      Stations of the Cross – 7:30 PM - Virtual/In-person
  9	Lenten Quiet Day 10 am -3 pm
  9	Defensive Driving – Daughters of St. Peter
10     	Pastoral Care Presentation
15      Stations of the Cross – 7:30 PM Virtual/In-person
16      Tax Workshop – Legal Eagles
17      St. Luke’s Guild Presentation
22      Stations of the Cross – 7:30 PM Virtual/In-person
24      Palm Sunday
28	Maundy Thursday service @ 7:30 PM
29      Good Friday –  9:00 am, Children’s Stations of the Cross
	Good Friday Liturgy – 12 Noon
	Stations of the Cross 7:30 PM Virtual/In-person
30     Holy Saturday Liturgy 10 AM	
30.   The Great Easter Vigil
31     The Feast of the Resurrection:  Easter Sunday@ 8:00 and 10:00 AM
	Easter Sunday – Easter Egg Hunt



A MEDITATION

A brother said to an old man, ‘I do not see any warfare in my heart.’ The old man said to him, ‘Then you are a building open on all four sides; whoever wishes to, goes in and out of you, but you do not notice it. But if you had a door and shut it and did not let the evil thoughts come in through it, then you would see them standing outside warring against you.’

It was said of an old man that when his thoughts said to him, ‘Relax today, and tomorrow repent,’ he retorted, ‘No, I am going to repent today, and may the will of God be done tomorrow.’

An old man said, ‘He who loses gold or silver can find more to replace it, but he who loses time cannot find more.’

Another old man used to say, ‘If the inner man is not vigilant, it is not possible to guard the outer man.’

An old man was asked, ‘How can I find God?’ he said, ‘In fasting, in watching, in labors, in devotion, and above all, in discernment. I tell you, many have injured their bodies without discernment and have gone away from us having achieved nothing. Our mouths can recite all the psalms of David, but we have not that which God seeks: charity and humility.’

A Reading from The Sayings of the Desert Fathers
St. Peter’s Church Rosedale
Staff
Mr. Carl Hampden - Sexton
Mr. Eiichi Shimada - Organist, and Choir Director
(In transition)– Parish Administrator
Seminarian- Mrs. Paula Kong-Sinclair
The Very Rev. Steve Foster – Rector
The Rt. Rev. Lawrence Provenzano – Bishop of the Diocese of Long Island
The Most Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church

Vestry
Mrs. Phyllis Harris Williams – Warden
Mrs. Yvonne Robinson – Warden
Mrs. Lamarcia Parkin Bascombe – Clerk of the Vestry
Mrs. Karen Mayne Lee – Assistant Treasurer
Mrs. Gail Adams – Member
Mrs. Marcelle Pennycooke – Member
Mrs. Phyllis Nicholas – Member
Mrs. Brenda Innis – Member
Mrs. Monica Carrington – Member
Ms. Elaine Henry - Member
Ms. Shadiyah Evans – Member
Mr. Richard Connell – Treasurer


[image: ]
Church Tel: (718) 528-1356
Rectory: (718) 528-2417
Fax: (718) 341-8635
[bookmark: _Hlk155174526]E-mail Address: 
office@stpetersrosedale.org 
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