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Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.
1 Corinthians 15:20, NRSV
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The Sunday of The Resurrection
Easter Sunday - Sunday, April 20th, 2025
Holy Eucharist- 10:00aM
137-28 244th Street,
Rosedale NY 11422
www.stpetersrosedale.org

Saint Peter’s Church is a place of faith, hope, and love serving God’s people.
The Very Rev. Dr. Steve Foster- Rector
Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church
Mission Statement, Vision Statement, and Core Values
Mission Statement
Saint Peter’s Church is a place of faith, hope, and love serving all of God’s people.
Vision Statement
Saint Peter’s is a lighthouse of Faith, Hope, and God’s Love. Worship, prayer, Christian education, stewardship, fellowship, evangelism, and outreach.

Framing Passage: Ephesians 4:13-16
Until we all reach unity in the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him, the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Core values
Called to grow and live by faith

Being committed to lifelong learning and study translates into putting what we believe into practice through our daily witness, sharing the good news of God in Christ.

Challenged to be hopeful
Being bearers of hope to each other and the surrounding communities urges us to advocate for justice and peace in the spirit of compassion and mercy.
Commissioned to love
Being agents of God’s redemptive and transforming love demands us to see the imprint of Christ on each other’s faces. Thus, respecting the dignity of every human being is paramount. You are welcome wherever you are, in life or on your faith journey. You are loved, affirmed, and respected as a beloved child of God.
Committed to Service
It is committed to serving together to build up the Body of Christ in God’s community.


Introit		      “Welcome, happy morning!” age to age”           The 1982 Hymnal #179 
The Celebrant says
 	Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People	The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Invitations to Confession
In baptism we died with Christ, so that as Christ was raised from the dead, we might walk in newness of life. Let us receive new life in him as we confess our sins in penitence and faith.

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. In your mercy, forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us.

We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. In your mercy, forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us.

We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. In your mercy, forgive us. Lord, hear us and help us.
The following is said
Act of Penitence
This act of penitence may appropriately be used at the Sunday Eucharist in Eastertide.
The Celebrant prays over a vessel of water
God our Father, your gift of water brings life and freshness to the earth; in baptism, it is a sign of the washing away of our sins and the gift of life eternal. Sanctify this water, we pray. Renew the living spring of your life within us, that we may be free from sin and filled with your saving health; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hymn	        		    He is risen!  		            	  The 1982 Hymnal	#180

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and strengthen you by His Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.
The following is sung
Gloria in Excelis
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day
Celebrant	The Lord be with you. 
People	And also with you. 
Celebrant	Let us pray. 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the
day of the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Readings
First Reading		Acts 10:34-43
A Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles 

Peter began to speak to them:  "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.  They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.  All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."

V.  	The Word of the Lord.
R.  	Thanks be to God.

Silence

THE GRADUAL: Psalm [118:1-2, 14-24]

[bookmark: _Hlk67773230]Antiphon:  On this day the Lord has acted; We will rejoice and be glad in it.

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures forever.
Let Israel now proclaim, “His mercy endures forever.”
Antiphon: On this day the Lord has acted; We will rejoice and be glad in it.

The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.
There is a sound of exultation and victory in the tents of the righteous:
Antiphon: On this day the Lord has acted; We will rejoice and be glad in it.

"The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! the right hand of the Lord is exalted!
 the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!" I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. The Lord has punished me sorely, but he did not hand me over to death.
Antiphon: On this day the Lord has acted; We will rejoice and be glad in it.

Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them. I will offer thanks to the Lord. “This is the gate of the Lord; he who is righteous may enter.”
Antiphon: On this day the Lord has acted; We will rejoice and be glad in it.
	
I will give thanks to you, for you answered me and have become my salvation.
The same stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.
Antiphon: On this day the Lord has acted; We will rejoice and be glad in it.

Second Reading		1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
THE EPISTLE: A Reading from the First Letter of Blessed Apostle Paul to 
                            the Corinthians     
If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own order; Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

V.  	The Word of the Lord.
R.  	Thanks be to God.

Silence

Sequence	   Jesus lives! thy terrors now can no longer,               The 1982 Hymnal #194 		
ALLELUIA:

Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. Alleluia.
He has defeated the powers of death. Alleluia.
Jesus turns our sorrow into dancing. Alleluia.
He has the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John [20:1-18]

V. 	The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According Saint John 
R.	Glory to you, Lord Christ.

(+) Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him." Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away." Jesus said to her, 'Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had said these things to her.
V. 	The Gospel of the Lord.
R. 	Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon							    The Very Rev. Dr. Steve Foster 

Silence and listen for God speaking to you.



Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Celebrant - Let us pray for the church's and the world's needs to God who raised Jesus to new life.
Leader - Let the whole church rejoice, in the city and in open country, in this land and throughout the world, for Christ is risen. Let each congregation and fellowship rejoice, let each heart and mind rejoice, for Christ is risen. O Lord, may we and the whole church rejoice in your victory. Let us proclaim the Good News that death is defeated; we are set free, and Christ has won for us the victory. May we reflect your glory and the power of your resurrection.
[bookmark: _Hlk100688585]
Silence
Lord, may we know you and the power of your resurrection.

We pray for all who are struggling for peace and longing for new hope and new life. We remember war-torn nations, especially Ukraine, Sudan, and the Middle East, and cities and places that have suffered from disasters; We pray for all who are seeking to rebuild communities and lives, all who are bringing new life and courage to oppressed peoples.

Silence
Lord, may we know you and the power of your resurrection.

Let the power of the resurrection be known in our homes; in you, risen Lord, may relationships be strengthened and restored; In you, risen Lord, may hurts be healed and well-being restored. We pray for homes where there is violence or neglect.

Silence
Lord, may we know you and the power of your resurrection.

We pray for all struggling people that they may find hope in you. We pray for the chronically ill, for all who walk in darkness, for all who are in pain, and all who have lost hope, for all distressed or disturbed people, for those who are terminally ill and those near to death.

Silence
Lord, may we know you and the power of your resurrection.

We remember all who have lost loved ones, who are deeply bereaved, and in great sorrow. We pray for loved ones departed, especially those who are near and dear to us, those on the memorial list, and those we carry in our hearts, known and unknown to us. May we seek to know they rejoice where sorrow and pain are no more.

Silence
Lord, may we know you and the power of your resurrection.

Alleluia to our God, who has given us the victory. Alleluia to our God, who has broken the power of death. Alleluia to our God, who has defeated the depths of darkness. Alleluia to our God, who has triumphed over evil. Alleluia to our God, who has won for us life eternal. In love, we give ourselves to you, holy Lord. In joy, we worship you, mighty Son of the Father. In you is our hope, O Christ, who died and now is risen, and lives with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

THE PEACE
The Prince of Peace has conquered death and given us the victory.
In him we are more than conquerors.
The peace of the Lord be always with you, alleluia,
And also with you, alleluia.

Offertory Sentence – Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 
Offertory Anthem		“Beautiful Lilies”				  St. Peter’s Choir
Offertory Hymn        Good Christians all, rejoice and sing       The Hymnal 1982 #205   
Prayers at the Preparation of the Table
Creator of all, you wash away our sins, you give us new birth by the Spirit, and redeem us in the blood of Christ. As we celebrate the resurrection, renew your gift of life within us. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer D
The people remain standing.
	Celebrant
	The Lord be with you.

	People
	And also with you.

	Celebrant
	Lift up your hearts.

	People
	We lift them to the Lord.

	Celebrant
	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

	People
	It is right to give him thanks and praise.



It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we say, 
Sanctus
Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.
The Celebrant continues
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.
Celebrant and People
We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our God.
The Celebrant continues
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.
Remember the Anglican Communion; Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Lawrence our Bishop Diocesan; Geralyn, Daniel, and William, our bishops; our Clergy; Dennison, Keith, Karen, Frederick, Rudolph, Sully, Moses, Fred, Bernice, Ephraim, Bernard, Mastine, Lloyd, Charles, Rickie and Steve; Paula, and Reginald our Seminarians.
Remember all your people especially the Jamaica Deanery, and those who seek your truth.
Remember those impacted or affected by wars, displaced because of natural disasters, poverty or marginalization.
 Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to you alone; bring them into the place of eternal joy and light. 
[bookmark: _Hlk195364395]And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Saint Peter, and Blessed Saint Paul, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.
	Rejoicing in God’s new creation, let us pray with confidence as our Savior has taught us


Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
Then said: 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation. 
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Communion Hymns                 
                                   He ’Rose			        LEVAS 40
 		   	 Christ has arisen, Alleluia	         LEVAS 41
 He lives 			         LEVAS 42 
                                  Because He Lives 		        LEVAS 43 
Celebrant and People 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
Post Communion Meditation  		“Awakening Chorus”	St.  Peter’s Choir

Welcome & Announcements
Welcome to all who are worshipping at St. Peter’s for the first time. 
It is a delight and a joy to welcome you.
If you are curious and have come to see, Welcome.
If you are hurting and have come for solace. Welcome.
If you are grateful and have come to share. Welcome.
If you are weary and heavily burdened, Welcome.
If you are tired and need respite, Welcome.
If you are seeking and looking for answers, Welcome.
If you are listening and have come to pray, Welcome.
If you want to be still, Welcome.
Whatever reason has brought you to these doors, Welcome.
God loves you, and so does this parish community. Welcome.

The Blessing
May Almighty, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen
May God, who has brought us out of bondage from sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen
May you find in Christ Jesus, our risen Lord, a companion for your journey, a sure ground for your hopes, the peace that passes understanding, and the joy that life is eternal; The blessing of God Almighty, + the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
Recessional Hymn        Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 	 The 1982 Hymnal	#207
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
  He is risen indeed. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
  He has given us new life and hope by raising Jesus from the dead.
God has claimed us as his own.
  He has brought us out of darkness. He has made us light to the world.
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
  He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

ANNOUNCEMENTS for the Week of 04/20/25
Sick and Shut-In
Please remember in our prayers members of our Parish as well as family and friends, especially: 
Alisha, Carol Alexander,  Kaiyden Bail, Jennifer Bennett, Eddy Bigaud, Cynthia Blake, Ida Bowen, Allan Bradshaw, Ermine Browne, Jennifer Brown, Lurline Brown, Jada Campbell, Rufus Carriman, Sheila Carvalho, Camile Cook, Cynthia Craig, Natasha Cunningham, Baby Desmond, Staci Desamours, Noel Duncan, Graham Elcock, Xiomara Fernandez, Hartley Foster, Linda Foster, Anne Foster, Luanne Frederick-Lohier, Trevor Gardner, O'Neal Gill, Cleonie Gordon, Frank Grausso, George Hamblin, Sheila Harris, Reynerd Harry, Susan Harry, Dahlia Henriques, Aldean Hinds, Hyman Hucey, Leslie Irving, Pearl, Beatrice Jerome, Floyd Johnson, Shauna Kerr, Angela Khanchenko, Norma King, Aya Kouakou, Felicia Lamothe, Antoinette Lashley, Lena Lyn, Celeste Lora, Jessica Lora, Asima Malik, Jocelyn Marshall, Julia Maynard, Anthony McClean, Barry McClean, Joan McClean, Nigel McLean, Delores McClean, Roseann McClean, Craig Merritt, Pamela Michael, Sydney Miller, Arthur Mills, Ariayah Morgan-Mullet, Winston Pile, Kerwayne Probherbs, Victor Rhodd, Jasmine Robinson, Clive Rodriguez, Luke Rojas, Adassa Samms, Basil Samms, Coleen Shepherd, Avis Simmons, June Smith, Suzette Smith, Phyllis Taffe, Randolph Taylor, George Thompson, Louise Todd, Francine Trotman, April Tucker, Eugena Tucker, Devon Watkis Jr, Jacqueline Watkis, Pauline Watson, Lorna Wilson, Ian Yankwitt
Schedule for the week of April 20th through April 27th
Sunday, April 20th,        	The Feast of the Resurrection: Easter Sunday
	8:00 am Holy Eucharist
	10:00 am Holy Eucharist 	
				                                                	
Friday, April 25th,	10:00 am Feast of St. Mark, the Evangelist
	Family Fun Night

Saturday, April 26th, 		11 am – 1 pm Yvonne Gittens Pantry 
				Distribution of books – St. Martin De Porres
 				
[bookmark: _Hlk184740631]Sunday, April 27th,        	The Second Sunday of Easter 
	8:00 am Holy Eucharist
	10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
	Sunday School Pageant	

Please mark your calendars for the upcoming Flute Recital on May 18th at 4:30 pm with Koaki Shinkai.

[bookmark: _Hlk195711224]Vestry on Duty – Phyllis Nicholas and Debra Quashie-McDowall
St. Luke’s Health Guild on Duty- Lorna Evans and Donalee Thomas
Book Club
Please consider joining us via Zoom on Tuesday nights for informative, nonjudgmental conversations in a safe and nurturing space.

During Eastertide 2025 - Across That Bridge: A Vision for Change and the Future of America by John Lewis 
STEWARDSHIP CORNER
PLEDGES TO THE WORK OF THE LORD AT ST. PETER'S CHURCH, 2024
For 2025, we thank parishioners who have thus far committed their stewardship of treasure to our life together. We have received 79 pledge cards for 2025 totaling $220,972, including $56,440 from members of the Vestry and 15 New Pledges. If you have not yet committed, please prayerfully complete a pledge card to support our shared life in ministry. Please do so after prayerful consideration by filling out the pledge card mailed in October and mailing it or placing it in the mail slot at the rectory. 
Elaine Henry﻿ , our Stewardship chairperson, invites us to ponder. 
“Being a good steward starts with recognizing that you already are one.”  Stewardship in the Bible: 7 verses Pushpay.com   There are many aspects to being a good steward. God calls for a tall order. Time, talent, and treasure to give to all requires commitment and focus that we all sometimes lack. How and when can we give all of them and also work and have family time? I don’t have all the answers, but I know that it starts with just one step. You can join just one church ministry, you can participate in a church fundraiser and/or you can start your journey towards tithing. Being a good steward starts with taking the first step. Join me.  
APRIL
25	Family Fun Night
26	Distribution of Books – St. Martin De Porres
27	Easter Pageant – Sunday School
[bookmark: _Hlk195711851]28	Feast of St. Mark, the Evangelist, Mass 10 am. (Trans)
EASTER 2025
My dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
We live in a consumerist society that affords us the opportunity to pick and choose. In fact, we often become overwhelmed, confused, and even frustrated because there is so much from which to choose—and yet, some decisions are quite simple and clear-cut for us to make.
Unfortunately society writes on our slates about our personal choices about Easter – whether it is more focused around chocolates,  bunny rabbits, jelly beans and Easter eggs, or it is focused around the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead – whether more time is spent selecting clothes, food and party decorations for ourselves, or more time is spent selecting the ways which provide personal growth in relationship with God – whether it is the reason to spend more money in ways of self-gratification, or it becomes the reason for self-denial to invest more money in the things about the Eternal Kingdom, nurturing our spiritual growth and connectedness with God.
Although most people would probably choose Christmas as their favorite holiday, the Christian Church's principle feast is Easter—Our Lord’s Resurrection. Therefore, I hope that you will clear your calendars so that nothing stands between you and your observance of the holiest of all Feast Days. Given the choices of events, I hope attending Mass will be the first choice on your list. 
The Book of Common Prayer encourages our attendance to Holy Week liturgies and, at a bare minimum, the full observance of the Sacred Triduum (meaning Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter); it does not present a “come for what you like” approach to worship.  The grace which we receive for our salvation in the mystical and holy sacrament of the Eucharist each day, has its great reality opened for our full participation on our ‘journey to Jerusalem’ – especially the events of Holy Week – culminating in the joy and glory of an Easter which is truly a resurrection to new life, a life filled with joy and inspiration.
Continuing the new life formulated during Lent, I pray your celebration will continue into the fullness of Eastertide with your worship in the days of Easter Week, the Sundays of Eastertide, and the Feast Days of the Easter Season (Ascension Day and The Day of Pentecost being essential to that observance). Undoubtedly, the Christian life reflects the joy of the Lord’s Resurrection, the very essence and bedrock of our faith. 
May the reward of your simple and clear-cut choice to the observance of a holy and peaceful Lent and a devout Holy Week be a joyous and glorious Easter.                   
 Alleluia. Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Faithfully yours in Christ,


St. Peter’s Church, Rosedale
Staff
Mr. Carl Hampden - Sexton
Mr. Eiichi Shimada - Organist, and Choir Director
(In transition)– Parish Administrator
Seminarian- Mrs. Paula Kong-Sinclair
The Very Rev. Dr. Steve Foster – Rector
The Rt. Rev. Lawrence Provenzano – Bishop of the Diocese of Long Island
The Most Rev. Sean Rowe, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church

Vestry
Mrs. Yvonne Robinson – Warden
Mrs. Lamarcia Parkin Bascombe – Warden
Mrs. Karen Mayne Lee – Assistant Treasurer
Mrs. Marcelle Pennycooke – Clerk of the Vestry 
Mrs. Gail Adams – Member
Ms. Elaine Henry - Member
Ms. Shadiyah Evans – Member
Mrs. Phyllis Nicholas – Member
Mrs. Brenda Innis – Member
Ms. Cherolyn Galloway - Member
Mrs. Debra Quashie McDowall – Member
Mr. Richard Connell – Treasurer
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Church Tel: (718) 528-1356
Rectory: (718) 528-2417
[bookmark: _Hlk155174526]Fax: (718) 341-8635
E-mail Address: 
office@stpetersrosedale.org 
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