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The Sunday of the Passion – Palm Sunday
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Saint Peter’s Church is a place of faith, hope, and love serving God’s people.
The Very Rev. Dr. Steve Foster- Rector
Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church
Mission Statement, Vision Statement, and Core Values
Mission Statement
Saint Peter’s Church is a place of faith, hope, and love serving all of God’s people.
Vision Statement
Saint Peter’s is a lighthouse of Faith, Hope, and God’s Love. Worship, prayer, Christian education, stewardship, fellowship, evangelism, and outreach.

Framing Passage: Ephesians 4:13-16
Until we all reach unity in the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him, the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Core values
Called to grow and live by faith

Being committed to lifelong learning and study translates into putting what we believe into practice through our daily witness, sharing the good news of God in Christ.

Challenged to be hopeful
Being bearers of hope to each other and the surrounding communities urges us to advocate for justice and peace in the spirit of compassion and mercy.
Commissioned to love
Being agents of God’s redemptive and transforming love demands us to see the imprint of Christ on each other’s faces. Thus, respecting the dignity of every human being is paramount. You are welcome wherever you are, in life or on your faith journey. You are loved, affirmed, and respected as a beloved child of God.
Committed to Service
It is committed to serving together to build up the Body of Christ in God’s community.
THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION
PALM SUNDAY
Welcome to our Palm Sunday celebration. Weather permitting, we gather on the lawn for the Liturgy of the Palms. If it is unfavorable, we will gather in the Parish Hall and begin the celebration with the blessing and distribution of the palms. As you enter the church, the Palms will be distributed and blessed as you hold them in your hands during the blessing. For those at home, your bookmarks depicting the Palms will be blessed symbolically. This will be done due to the restrictions. 
THE LITURGY OF THE PALMS
The Celebrant greets the people.
Beloved in Christ, for five weeks of Lent, we have been preparing, by works of charity and self-sacrifice, for the celebration of our Lord's paschal mystery. Today, we come together to begin this solemn celebration in union with the whole church throughout the world. Christ entered in triumph into his own city to complete his work as Messiah: to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us remember with devotion this entry which began his saving work and follow him with a lively faith. United with him in his suffering on the Cross, may we share his resurrection and new life.
As the altar is censed, the introit is said or sung:
Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. O King of Israel: Hosanna in the highest.
Celebrant:  Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
People:        Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
Celebrant:  Let us pray.
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen
Here, the celebrant reads one of the Gospel accounts of our Lord's entrance into Jerusalem.
Celebrant:  
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Saint Luke [19:28-40]
People:        Glory to you, Lord Christ.
(+) Jesus went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, "Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' just say this, 'The Lord needs it.' " So those who were sent departed and found it  as he had told them.  As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, "Why are you untying the colt?" They said, "The Lord needs it." Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, saying, "Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!" Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, order your disciples to stop." He answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out."
Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People:    Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Celebrant then says the following blessing over the Palms or other tree branches.

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you
People:        And also with you
Celebrant:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:        It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Celebrant:  It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day, he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph and was proclaimed as King by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these branches (+) be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  Amen.

The people receive their palms during which appropriate anthems and psalms may be sung. One of the anthems to be said or sung is Benedictus Qui Venit as follows:

Celebrant:	Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
People:       	Hosanna in the highest.
The Response
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
           Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his mercy endures for ever.
Let Israel now proclaim, “His mercy endures for ever.” 
Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord.
"This is the gate of the Lord; he who is righteous may enter."
 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me and have become my salvation.
The same stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.
On this day the Lord has acted, we will rejoice and be glad in it.
Hosanna, Lord, hosanna! Lord, send us now success.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; we bless you from the house of the Lord.
God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar.
"You are my God, and I will thank you; you are my God, and I will exalt you."
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his mercy endures for ever.

 The celebrant then says the following blessing over the Palms or other tree branches.
Pueri Heraeorum Portantes
The children of the Hebrews bearing branches of palm and olive, went out to meet the Lord, crying out and saying "Hosanna in the highest."
Psalm 24:1-2, 7-10
	The earth is the Lord's and all that is in it,
	   the world and all who dwell therein.
	
	For it is he who founded it upon the seas
	   and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep.

	Lift up your heads, O gates;
	lift them high, O everlasting doors;
	   and the King of glory shall come in.

	"Who is this King of glory?"
	   "the Lord, strong and mighty,
	   the Lord, mighty in battle."
 
 	Lift up your heads, O gates;
	lift them high, O everlasting doors;
	   and the King of glory shall come in.

	"Who is he, this King of glory?"
	   "The Lord of hosts,
	   he is the King of glory."

Pueri Hebraeorum Vestimenta
If the distribution of the blessed palms is still going on, additional psalms, hymns, or anthems may be sung.
THE PROCESSION
When the palms have been distributed, the procession is formed in the following order: (1) Processional Cross and Torches, (2) The Choir, (3) The Congregation and (4) The Sacred Ministers. During the Procession, all hold branches of palm in their hands, and appropriate hymns, psalms, and anthems are sung. When you enter the Nave of the Church building, enter the open pew of your choice.
The procession begins in the following manner:
Celebrant:  Let us go forth in peace;
People:   In the Name of Christ Amen.
Processional Hymn 	All glory laud and honor		 The Hymnal 1982 #154  
	 
	All glory, laud, and honor

	 
	to thee, Redeemer, King!

	 
	to whom the lips of children

	 
	made sweet hosannas ring.

	1
	Thou art the King of Israel,

	 
	thou David’s royal Son,

	 
	who in the Lord’s Name comest,

	 
	the King and Blessèd One.

	Refrain

	 

	2
	The company of angels

	 
	is praising thee on high;

	 
	and we with all creation

	 
	in chorus make reply.

	Refrain

	 

	3
	The people of the Hebrews

	 
	with palms before thee went;

	 
	our praise and prayers and anthems

	 
	before thee we present.

	Refrain

	 

	4
	To thee before thy passion

	 
	they sang their hymns of praise;

	 
	to thee, now high exalted,

	 
	our melody we raise.

	Refrain

	 

	5
	Thou didst accept their praises;

	 
	accept the prayers we bring,

	 
	who in all good delightest,

	 
	thou good and gracious King.

	Refrain


 
When the procession enters the Church building, the following responses are sung or said in remembrance of Our Lord's entrance into the holy city of Jerusalem.
When the Lord entered the holy city, the children of the Hebrews foretold the resurrection of life, and bearing palm branches, they cried out, "Hosanna in the highest." When the people had heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, they went out to meet him, and bearing palm branches they cried out, "Hosanna in the highest."
When the sacred Ministers reach the back of the Nave in the procession, the procession will halt while the following collect is said:
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
As the Sacred Ministers move up the central aisle of the Nave, they approach the Altar, reverence it (cense it if incense is being used), and move to the sedelia for the Collect of the Mass, which concludes the procession and entrance rite.

THE COLLECT OF THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION
Almighty and ever living God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.   Amen.

Liturgy of the Word
[bookmark: _Hlk74656335][bookmark: _Hlk82088886]The Readings


First Reading:                                                                                             Isaiah 50:4-9a
                   		                                           
THE LESSON:  A Reading from the Book of Isaiah
The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens-- wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty?
V. 	The Word of the Lord.
R.	Thanks be to God.

Silence 

THE GRADUAL:                                                                                 Psalm 31:9-16
Antiphon: Have mercy on me, O Lord.

Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; my eye is consumed with sorrow,
and also my throat and my belly. For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.
Antiphon: Have mercy on me, O Lord.

I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, a dismay to those of my acquaintance; when they see me in the street they avoid me. I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; I am as useless as a broken pot.
Antiphon: Have mercy on me, O Lord.

For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. I have said, "You are my God.
Antiphon: Have mercy on me, O Lord.

My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. Make your face to shine upon your servant, and in your loving-kindness save me."
Antiphon: Have mercy on me, O Lord.

Silence

THE EPISTLE:  							             Philippians 2:5-11
A Reading from the Letter of the Blessed Apostle Paul to The Philippians.
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death - even death on a cross.  Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
V.   The Word of the Lord.
R.   Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn	     Alone, thou goest forth, O Lord	 The Hymnal 1982 #164   
The Passion Gospel
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke	Luke 22:14-23:56
The Passion Gospel will be read with specific roles assigned to different persons. The congregation may be seated for the first part of the Passion. At the verse that mentions the arrival at Golgotha (Luke 22:14-23:56), all stand. 
                                               
[bookmark: _Hlk37579722]Prayers of the People
[bookmark: _Hlk51873659]Celebrant: Our King has entered his city. Our palms and cries of homage fade away as the words of the Gospel tell the story of his suffering and death. Let us bring our prayers to the Father, through the Son he gave up for us, with love beyond our comprehension.

Leader: Holy God, teach us humility, that we may not lord it over anyone, that we may be gentle and gracious in our dealings. We pray that your church may work for the coming of your kingdom by seeking to do your will and to work for your glory. We remember Christians working in deprived areas and in areas where they are persecuted because of their faith.
Silence
Christ, by your passion, protect us.
We pray for communities that are oppressed and for areas where community living is breaking down. We pray for fractured and fragmented peoples, remembering the refugees and war-torn peoples of our world. We pray for all who risk their lives in caring for others.
Silence
Christ, by your passion, protect us.
We give thanks for all who have protected us and for loved ones who have seen to our growth and well-being. Bless all who have lost their homes and possessions this week; we remember especially children taken into care and children whose lives are in danger.
Silence
Christ, by your passion, protect us.
We bring before you the troubles of people and nations, praying especially for Ukraine, Sudan, and the streets of our cities where gun violence, hate crimes, and attacks are prevalent. Lord, by your suffering, save us; by your hurt, heal us; by your death, deliver us; by your resurrection, raise us up.
Silence
Christ, by your passion, protect us.
King of kings, we pray for all who have entered into the joy of your kingdom, all who have found new peace and life in you. 
Silence
Christ, by your passion, protect us.
All
God, our Father, as Christ was welcomed into the Holy City, may we welcome him into our lives and homes. May the King of Glory have rule in our hearts, that your kingdom come in us as it is in heaven; through Christ our Lord, to whom with you, Father, and the Holy Spirit be all praise, honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Birthdays, Travelling, and Anniversary Blessings
The Celebrant then say one or more of the following sentences, first saying

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.

God so loved the world, that he gave his only‑begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  John 3:16

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15

The Peace
Celebrant   The King of Glory, the Prince of Peace comes to you. 
People        Hosanna praise God.
Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People       And also with you.

Offertory Sentence – Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 
Offertory Hymn    		 My Song Is Love Unknown	            The Hymnal 1982 #458 
Preparation of the Table
Jesus, true vine and bread of life, ever giving yourself that the world might live, let us share your death and passion: make us perfect in your love. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer II

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says

Eucharistic Prayer A
	 
	The Lord be with you.

	People
	And also with you.

	Celebrant
	Lift up your hearts.

	People
	We lift them to the Lord.

	Celebrant
	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

	People
	It is right to give him thanks and praise.


It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
The people stand or kneel.

Then the Celebrant continues.

 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

	And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,


Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; Therefore, let us keep the feast.

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Communion Hymns 	
Let thy blood in mercy poured 			The Hymnal 1982 #317
    		And now, O Father, mindful of the love (sts. 1-2)    The Hymnal 1982 #337
At the Name of Jesus				             The Hymnal 1982 #435 

 After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Welcome & Announcements
Welcome to all who are worshipping at St. Peter’s for the first time. 
It is a delight and a joy to welcome you.
If you are curious and have come to see, Welcome.
If you are hurting and have come for solace. Welcome.
If you are grateful and have come to share. Welcome.
If you are weary and heavily burdened, Welcome.
If you are tired and need respite, Welcome.
If you are seeking and looking for answers, Welcome.
If you are listening and have come to pray, Welcome.
If you want to be still, Welcome.
Whatever reason has brought you to these doors, Welcome.
God loves you, and so does this parish community. Welcome.

The Blessing 

May the Father, who so loved the world that he gave his only Son, bring you by faith to his eternal life.  Amen.

May Christ, who accepted the cup of sacrifice in obedience to the Father’s will, keep you steadfast as you walk with him the way of his cross.  Amen.

May the Spirit, who strengthens us to suffer with Christ that we may share his glory, set your minds on life and peace. Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Recessional Hymn 	      O sacred head sore wounded               The Hymnal 1982 # 168
Celebrant:      Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People:	         In the name of Christ. Amen
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A reading from an oration by Gregory of Nazianzus

Why was the blood that was shed for us, God’s most precious and glorious blood, this blood of the One who carried out the sacrifice and of the One who was himself the sacrifice? Why was it poured out, and to whom was it offered? These are questions that echo within my mind.
	If the death of Christ was a ransom paid to the Father, the question that arises is for what reason? We were not held captive by the Father. And anyway, why should the blood of his only Son be pleasing to the Father who once refused to accept Isaac when Abraham his father offered him as a burnt offering, and instead was pleased to accept the sacrifice of a ram?
	Surely it is evident that the Father accepts the sacrifice of Christ, not because he demands it, still less because he feels some need of it, but in order to carry forward his own purposes for the world. Humanity had to be brought back to life by the humanity of God. We had to be summoned to life by his Son.
	Let the rest be adored in silence.
	Nothing can equal the miracle of my salvation. A few drops of blood have set free the entire universe.

Holy Week: A Journey Through Faith and Tradition
A Reflection on the Sacred Days Leading to Easter
Holy Week, the final week of Lent, is an immensely significant period in the Christian calendar, marking the culmination of Jesus Christ's Passion. This week is a time of profound reflection, devotion, and solemn celebration as believers commemorate the events leading up to Jesus' resurrection on Easter Sunday. From Palm Sunday to Holy Saturday, Holy Week encompasses a series of sacred days, each with its traditions, liturgies, and spiritual symbolism.
Palm Sunday
The journey of Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, which commemorates Jesus Christ’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem. According to the Gospels, Jesus rode into the city on a donkey, and the crowds greeted him with palm branches, symbolizing victory and peace. In many Christian traditions, Palm Sunday is marked by processions and the blessing of palms, which are often woven into crosses and distributed to the faithful.
Holy Monday and Holy Tuesday
Following Palm Sunday, Holy Monday and Holy Tuesday reflect on Jesus's final days. On Holy Monday, the anointing of Jesus at Bethany is remembered, where Mary anoints Jesus' feet with costly perfume, signifying his impending sacrifice. Holy Tuesday focuses on Jesus' teachings and parables in the temple and his foretelling of the betrayal by one of his disciples.
Holy Wednesday
Holy Wednesday is traditionally the day that marks Judas Iscariot's agreement to betray Jesus for thirty pieces of silver. The name "Spy Wednesday" alludes to Judas' act of betrayal and his clandestine dealings with the religious authorities. This day is often observed with prayers and readings that reflect on the themes of deception and betrayal.
Maundy Thursday
Maundy Thursday, also known as Holy Thursday, commemorates the Last Supper, where Jesus shared his final meal with his disciples and instituted the sacrament of Holy Communion. "Maundy" derives from the Latin word "mandatum," meaning commandment, referring to Jesus' commandment to love one another as he loved them. The washing of feet marks this day, reenacting Jesus' act of humility and service and celebrating the Eucharist.
Good Friday
Good Friday, a day of solemnity and reflection, is among the most significant days in the Christian calendar. It is a day of fasting, penance, and deep contemplation of Jesus's suffering and sacrifice. Many churches hold a three-hour service, known as the Tre Ore, focusing on the Seven Last Words of Christ. The day's liturgy includes veneration of the cross and reading the Passion narrative, deepening our reverence for this day.
Holy Saturday
Holy Saturday is a day of quiet reflection and anticipation. It commemorates the day that Jesus' body lay in the tomb, and the faithful prepare for the celebration of the resurrection on Easter Sunday.
In the evening, we shift to the first Liturgy of Easter, known as the Great Vigil of Easter.   The Easter Vigil, held after sunset, is a powerful and dramatic service that begins in darkness and culminates in the lighting of the Paschal candle, symbolizing the light of Christ rising from the dead. This service includes the singing of the Exsultet, the reading of salvation history, and the joyous proclamation of the resurrection. This liturgy is marked by baptism or renewal of baptismal vows, which reminds us of our death to sin and being raised to new life in Christ. 
Easter Sunday
Holy Week reaches its glorious climax on Easter Sunday, the day of Jesus' resurrection from the dead. It is the most important and joyous feast in the Christian calendar, celebrating the victory of life over death and the promise of eternal life. Festive liturgies, the singing of joyful hymns, and the celebration of the Eucharist mark Easter Sunday. It is a day of hope, renewal, and the reaffirmation of faith, inspiring us with the promise of new life and the victory of light over darkness.
Holy Week is a profound journey through the central mysteries of the Christian faith. Each day invites believers to enter more deeply into the passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, reflecting on the awe-inspiring transformative power of his sacrifice and God's boundless love. It is a time of spiritual renewal, communal worship, and a powerful reminder of the hope and redemption at the heart of the Christian message.
ANNOUNCEMENTS for the Week of 04/13/25
Sick and Shut-In
Please remember in our prayers members of our Parish as well as family and friends, especially: 
Alisha, Carol Alexander,  Kaiyden Bail, Jennifer Bennett, Eddy Bigaud, Cynthia Blake, Ida Bowen, Allan Bradshaw, Ermine Browne, Jennifer Brown, Lurline Brown, Jada Campbell, Rufus Carriman, Sheila Carvalho, Camile Cook, Cynthia Craig, Natasha Cunningham, Baby Desmond, Staci Desamours, Noel Duncan, Graham Elcock, Xiomara Fernandez, Hartley Foster, Linda Foster, Anne Foster, Luanne Frederick-Lohier, Trevor Gardner, O'Neal Gill, Cleonie Gordon, Frank Grausso, George Hamblin, Sheila Harris, Reynerd Harry, Susan Harry, Dahlia Henriques, Aldean Hinds, Hyman Hucey, Leslie Irving, Pearl, Beatrice Jerome, Floyd Johnson, Shauna Kerr, Angela Khanchenko, Norma King, Aya Kouakou, Felicia Lamothe, Antoinette Lashley, Lena Lyn, Celeste Lora, Jessica Lora, Asima Malik, Jocelyn Marshall, Julia Maynard, Anthony McClean, Barry McClean, Joan McClean, Nigel McLean, Delores McClean, Roseann McClean, Craig Merritt, Pamela Michael, Sydney Miller, Arthur Mills, Ariayah Morgan-Mullet, Winston Pile, Kerwayne Probherbs, Victor Rhodd, Jasmine Robinson, Clive Rodriguez, Luke Rojas, Adassa Samms, Basil Samms, Coleen Shepherd, Avis Simmons, June Smith, Suzette Smith, Phyllis Taffe, Randolph Taylor, George Thompson, Louise Todd, Francine Trotman, April Tucker, Eugena Tucker, Devon Watkis Jr, Jacqueline Watkis, Pauline Watson, Lorna Wilson, Ian Yankwitt
Schedule for the week of April 13th through April 20th
Sunday, April 13th,        	The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 
	8:00 am Holy Eucharist
	10:00 am Holy Eucharist 	
	10:00 am Sunday School
                                                	
Monday, April 14th,	10:00 am Monday in Holy Week
	9:00 pm - Compline 
	Office Closed

Tuesday, April 15th,	10:00 am Morning Prayer
	Tuesday in Holy Week 

Wednesday, April 16th,          	Wednesday in Holy Week
	9:30 am Morning Prayer
	10:00 am Mass 
	7:30 pm Jamaica Deanery Service – St. Peter’s

Thursday, April 17th, 		7:30 pm Maundy Thursday

Friday, April 18th, 		9:00 am, Children’s Station of the Cross
				12:00 Noon Good Friday Liturgy
				7:30 pm Stations of the Cross

Saturday, April 19th, 		Yvonne Gittens Pantry Closed
 				10:00 a.m.  Holy Saturday Liturgy 
				7:00 p.m.  The Great Vigil of Easter
				
[bookmark: _Hlk184740631]Sunday, April 20th,        	The Feast of the Resurrection:  Easter Sunday
	8:00 am Holy Eucharist
	10:00 am Holy Eucharist 	
				Easter Egg Hunt

Please mark your calendars for the upcoming Flute Recital on May 18th at 4:30 pm with Koaki Shinkai.

Vestry on Duty – Cherolyn Galloway and Phyllis Nicholas
St. Luke’s Health Guild on Duty- Judy Alloko and Violette Hemmings
Book Club
Please consider joining us via Zoom on Tuesday nights for informative, nonjudgmental conversations in a safe and nurturing space.

During Eastertide 2025 - Across That Bridge: A Vision for Change and the Future of America by John Lewis 
STEWARDSHIP CORNER
PLEDGES TO THE WORK OF THE LORD AT ST. PETER'S CHURCH, 2024
[bookmark: _Hlk154607739]For 2025, we thank parishioners who have thus far committed their stewardship of treasure to our life together. We have received 79 pledge cards for 2025 totaling $220,972, including $56,440 from members of the Vestry and 15 New Pledges. If you have not yet committed, please prayerfully complete a pledge card to support our shared life in ministry. Please do so after prayerful consideration by filling out the pledge card mailed in October and mailing it or placing it in the mail slot at the rectory. 
Elaine Henry﻿ , our Stewardship chairperson, invites us to ponder. 
“Being a good steward starts with recognizing that you already are one.”  Stewardship in the Bible: 7 verses Pushpay.com   There are many aspects to being a good steward. God calls for a tall order. Time, talent, and treasure to give to all requires commitment and focus that we all sometimes lack. How and when can we give all of them and also work and have family time? I don’t have all the answers, but I know that it starts with just one step. You can join just one church ministry, you can participate in a church fundraiser and/or you can start your journey towards tithing. Being a good steward starts with taking the first step. Join me.  

St. Peter’s Church Rosedale
Staff
Mr. Carl Hampden - Sexton
Mr. Eiichi Shimada - Organist, and Choir Director
(In transition)– Parish Administrator
Seminarian- Mrs. Paula Kong-Sinclair
The Very Rev. Dr. Steve Foster – Rector
The Rt. Rev. Lawrence Provenzano – Bishop of the Diocese of Long Island
The Most Rev. Sean Rowe, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church

Vestry
Mrs. Yvonne Robinson – Warden
Mrs. Lamarcia Parkin Bascombe – Warden
Mrs. Karen Mayne Lee – Assistant Treasurer
Mrs. Marcelle Pennycooke – Clerk of the Vestry 
Mrs. Gail Adams – Member
Ms. Elaine Henry - Member
Ms. Shadiyah Evans – Member
Mrs. Phyllis Nicholas – Member
Mrs. Brenda Innis – Member
Ms. Cherolyn Galloway - Member
Mrs. Debra Quashie McDowall – Member
Mr. Richard Connell – Treasurer

[image: ]
Church Tel: (718) 528-1356
Rectory: (718) 528-2417
[bookmark: _Hlk155174526]Fax: (718) 341-8635
E-mail Address: 
office@stpetersrosedale.org 
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But I trust in you, 0 LORD; ro
['say, “You are my God” S48

Psalm 3114, NRSV @




